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PEEFACE.

As it is sixty years since the writer of these pages
preached his first sermon ; and as, notwithstanding
diversions to other forms of Christian service, he has
continued preaching more or less frequently ever
since; he hopes to be acquitted of presumption in
now discussing this fruitful and practical theme.

The diversions to which he refers, he considers
to have furnished him with distinct advantages, as
affording special points of observation from which to
view the entire subject of Ministry. Many years’
engrossment in literary occupations have not failed
to create in his mind a lively sympathy with such as
are engaged in business and professional pursuits,
who nevertheless feel it to be a duty and an honour
to preach the GospeL He knows what it is to look
forward to appointments, to get fore-glimpses of
subjects, to recur to them ever and anon amid the
distractions of a busy life, to have faith in the power
of husbanded moments, to gain sudden perceptions
of logical arrangements of topics, and above all to
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realise the immense refreshment to be obtained by
ascending to a higher plane of thought and feeling
than commerce and literature ordinarily supply.
Thus, but for his rooted dislike of the invidious and
unscriptural term “ Layman,” he might hope to be
regarded as the Lay Preacher’s friend.

Any resulting tendency to view the Ministerial
profession, as such, with conscious independence,
which might possibly border on suspicion, has been
eflfectually counterbalanced .by some insight into the
arduousness of ministerial work and the prevailing
nobleness of ministers” aims. It will be seen from
the following chapters how far the present writer is
from exaggerating the factitious element which he
undoubtedly sees, or thinks he sees, in their
position; and how sincerely he would be pleased to
find them nursing into vigorous activity the gifts
amongst Christ’s people which it is their duty and
privilege to foster. And though some portions of
the ensuing discussion must necessarily appear
fragmentary and commonplace to those who are
familiar with ampler ti’eatises on the general subject,
yet does the author of this small treatise hope that
even men of experience may find a sufficient
amount of freshness in these pages to repay them
for a candid perusal.
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Undoubtedly there will be found, underlying this
treatment of Ministry, certain distinctive principles
which demand acceptance or rejection. There wiU
be seen (in the first and second chapters) an
endeavour to throw this age at once back on the
Apostolic age, over the head of those departures in
principle and practice which little by little led on to
the Papacy ; an ignoring of the claims of even the
so-called “ historic episcopate,” on the ground that
it has no roots in really primitive times; an
assumption that the few and simple' arrangements
for Ministry wliich are discoverable in the New
Testament furnish sufficient guidance for Scriptu-
rally constituted Christian assemblies ofto-day; and
an implied protest that the only reason why this
guidance is not enough, is, that we have become
encumbered with artificial wants. Because we
insist on elaborate Ministerial systems, therefore we
have to descend to sub-apostolic and post-apostolic
ages to discover them.

Some, indeed, cut the traces of primitive prece-
dent altogether, holding themselves firee to adopt
whatever form of Ministry seemeth to them good.
Doubtless there is a limited area of freedom within
which- this policy may be legitimately maintained.
Where there is no law there is no transgression.
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Even Ministry must be known by its fruits. This
Is true. But it should be remembered that where
precedent fails, principle often steps in with all the
force of law. Is it oris it not a pi‘inciplcf that in
the Christian Ecclesia there is no narrower earthly
priesthood than that of all believers? Is it or is it
not a principle that all Divine gifts are designed to
be exercised? Is it or is it not a principle that
the Holy Spirit was intended to be a permanent
Presence, teaching and gquiding the Christian
assembly, so as to forbid the assumption that any
One Ecclesiastical Organisation has a monopoly of
spiritual illumination ?  Only let living Churches
come face to face with living Prinoipi.es, and
formal elaborations of ecclesiastical law will be
rendered needless. The New Testament, thus used,
becomes a book of ample, even if rudimentary,
guidance.

Beheving this, the writer of this book has judged
it competent and enough to survey primitive prece-
dent with a sufficiently close scrutiny to enable him
to pass on at once to an elimination of those abiding
principles of Ministry which our primitive docu-
ments afford. He has then (in Chapter 111.) sought
to apply these principles, in a practical way, to those
forms of Church life with which he is most familiar
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and which he believes to be in the main more
Scriptural than any others with which he is
acquainted. This portion of his book may occasion
some surprise: it may provoke antagonism. In
any case it invites what may prove to be a useful
comparison of notes among students of primitive
Christianity. The author ventures to ask: Whether
it is altogether wise to “ despise the day of small
things” in regard of Mutuaii M inistry? If all
should ever come to all in a day of revived persecu-
tion, what save this is there that would be certain to
abide the ordeal ? And even if such a day should
.never again dawn, who knows how soon a mighty
passion may not seize the Ecclesia of God, under
the impulse of which all factitious Ministries—all
which cannot distinctly prove their right to existby
the Written Word—"may be swept into oblivion ?
Assuredly, a valid Ministry, so long as needed, will
remain—cut loose, it may be, from all reliance on
temporal support.

The Ministry exists for the Church. The Church
is slowly coming into existence for her ascended
Lord, being designed by Him to become, when
invested with resurrection glory. His agency for
filling and fulfilling the Coming Kingdom and
carrying it forward imto the Consummation of the
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Ages. This perspective relieves the Ministry—
relieves the Church—of an impossible task, namely
the regeneration of the world. But the world must
be evangelised because the Church must yet grow.
The Church must grow until her numbers and her
unity and her purity are such as to content the
Divine Father as His gift for bestowment upon the
Son of His love. When these things are ready, then
wilU the heavenly places be cleared of the spiritual
forces of wickedness which at present are enthroned
there ; then will Satan be cast down into the abyss,
then will the kingdom of this world become that of
our Lord and of His Christ.  Such, according to the
closing chapter of this work, is the true perspective
in which rightly and fairly to view the work and the
claims of *the Ministry of the Word.”

T 'S. |

49, Beaidwood Road,
Catfoed, London, B.B.



CONTENTS

Ilhtroduotion

CHAPTER 1.

Thb Ministry of Apostomo Times

THH LORD HIM SELF

THB lord’s servants

1. Apoatlca . .,

2. Prophets e

8. EVangelista. ..o

4. Shepherdsand Teachers ...
TRBE O ULAR coooooeceeeoissiessees s sessssssss oo

INTOIrM Al e

Supematibral..... .
SCRIBES

CHAPTER II.

Principles of Ministry applicable to Alt. Times

. The PLAGE of M inistry is subservient
The uoivr® of Ministry is

1
2
8. The condition of Mimisinry is ability
4. jTliavindication of Mimisi/ry is call
5

The IDEAL of Ministry is co-operation

22

22
28
27
28
82



XU CONTENTS.

FAOB
CHAPTER I11.
SUQOB3TION8 TOWAED3 | mPHOVBD MINISTRY IN THE
FUTETDD o 88
SECTION I.— AMINISTRY TO THB OHUROH : . 88
1. Let the Ohv/rohin its Inception he broKght wider
the Authority of Christ...ccccviviiicciicice, 88
2. Let false conceptions of what constitutes the
Ministry of the Word, he relImquished . .42
8. Let the Imperious Lem of Edification he ra«o-
lutelyupheld .. 45
4. Let the Church recognise”™ honour and trust her
TeEACHEIS i 47
5. By Wise Arrangement let Mutual Ministry ha/ve
an opportunity to shoto its Efficiency : , 48
6. Let Private Instruction supplement FuhUo Dis-
COUMSE torrieieieieste st e e te sttt 61
7. Let the Wide Cla/ims amd Immeasurahle Benefits
of Church Edification move Christian Teachers
to do their very hest to maJce their Ministry
EffectiVe e 62
SECTION n.— MINISTRY BY THB OHUROH S 68
Sub-Beotion 1.— the M essag e e 68
Sub-section 2—the messengers . . . . 62
Private and P U b licC i, 68
The Preacher’s ftualiflcationfl...........cccocooviiiiiiins 64
First, asto M mself .., 64
Second, as to his 0D Je Cluiiiiiiiiciiieene 64
Third, as to his prepa/ralon e 66
FOurth, asto NiS V.0 1C € tivveeeeeeerreeiiieeeereeeeeeeses 68

Sub-section 8.—oihoumstances in thh delivery of
THE M ESSAGE oo 70
1. E1aStiCity e 71



CONTENTS. Xui

RL(B
2. Adaptability . 71
8. PUITality oo 74
A, F X 1Y i 76
6. OOMAINATTION oo 76
CHAPTER Y.
The Ultimate Design of the Ministry of the W ord 78
THE OBOWN OF NEW TESTAMENT TEAOHINO ON MINIS-
TRY (Eph. iV. 1—1 6 ) oo, 81
1. This passage iS an exhortation . . . 88
2. The exhortation is h>aily enforced . . 85
8. The BurDEN of the exhortation is unity . : 89
4. The means ofunity is ministry . . . . 97
6. The dESign 0f special ministries IS t0O secttre
universal MiniSTration ., 102

6. all ministry IS dignified DYy the destiny of
tee body MIMISTEIEd t O oo, 106






CHRISTIAN MINISTRY.

INTEODUCTION.

M inistry occupies an important place in the New
Testament. This is mainly due to the inspiring
fact that Christ Jesus came, not to be ministered
unto, but to minister.” That has stamped on
ministry, in its essential significance, a dignity that
can never be questioned or obscured. Christ saves
from the sin of selfishness, thereby converting every
saved man into a minister to others. Closely
connected with this is the circumstance that, in the
New Testament, many kinds of ministry are, in the
original language, denoted by the same set of words.
To bring this home to our minds it is worth while
to transfer the Greek word in a few representative
cases just as it stands in the original. To be a
deacon of the commonwealth, to be a deacon at a

wedding, to be a deacon of the Gospel, to be a
deacon unto widows, to be a deacon unto an apostle
—that is how it runsin the original. There can be

oM B



2 CHRISTIAN MINISTEY.

no greater honour than to be a deacon unto others.
Christ came from heaven to act as deacon to us all.
Such is ministry in primitive church scrolls.

Let us settle this well in our hearts by lingering
for a little over the ramifications of ministerial
service found in our statute-book. There is the
civil ministry rendered to the State by those- who
wield the sword of authority, for the punishment of
evil-doers and for the praise of such as do well;
and, as civil government has divine sanction, the
civil magistrate is “ God’s minister ” for good (a).
There is the social ministry of mutual helpfulness
in the various walks of life, whether of attendants
on their masters (6), of hosts to their guests(c),of
disciples to their teachers (J), or of communities to
other communities in distress (e); and as some of
these social ministrations find large place in the
Christian Ecclesia it is natural that they should
reappear in this higher connection. In these and
other forms of temporal ministry we discover a
natm-al stepping stone to ecclesiastical ministry.

The paiticular Christian service now to be
considered is “ The Ministry of the Word,” a happy

(a) Rom. xiii. 4. (J) Matt. xxii. 13.
(c) Luke X 40. (K Acts xis. 22.
(e) Acts zi. 29 ; zii. 25.
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designation, coined for us by the apostles in Jeru-
salera, when, wishing to be freed from the cares of
ministering “ unto tables,” they urged the higher
claims upon themselves of *the ministry of the

word ”—by the word” being doubtless intended
*the word of life,” *“ the word of the truth of the
gospel,” in short, the ministry unto men of the
glad tidings of salvation (a).

The great object of “ The Ministry of the Word ”
may be summarised as threefold—first, to publish
the faith—proclaiming and attesting its great facts
concerning Him who is its centre and sum (&);
second, to apply the faith—to the life and character
of each convert, with a view to presenting him perfect
unto Christ as the fruit of His redeeming love (c);

(a) Acts vi. 1,4. “The ministry of the word.""] *“ This last
phrase is probably used in intentional antithesis to the ministra-
tion of tables or of meat and drink, to indicate that the Twelve
were not refusing to accept the evangelical function of ministering,
but only to neglect the ministration of the higher sustenance for
the sake of the lower sustenance.”—Hort, *“ The Christian Ecclesia,”
p. 206. Such an “antithesis" serves to keep the lowliness of
ministry well in mind. “ The primary sense of diahoni>s, as it
meets us in prose Greek literature generally, is a servant or
slave within the household, whose chief duty consists in waiting
on his master at table, and sometimes in marketing for him. . . .
To Qreek eai'S the word almost always seems to suggest relatively
low kinds of offices, whether rendered (in the original sense) to a
master, or (figuratively) to a state. Our word ‘menial ’ nearly
answers to the sense thus practically predominant.” Jhid. 202,203.

(J) 1 Cor. iii. 5, (c) Col. i, 28.

P/\



4 CHBISTIAN MINISTRY.

and, third, to perpetuate tlie faith—by qualifying and
charging others to enter upon this ministerial work,
SO as to presei*ve, maintain and spread the saving
truth throughout the world (a).

Keeping these gi-eat objects in view, we may
profitably consider—(i), the Ministry of Apostolic
Times; (ii). Principles of Ministry applicable to all
Times; (iii), Suggestions towards Improved Ministiy
in the Future; and (iv), the Ultimate Design of the
Ministry of the Word.

@ 2 Tim. ii. 2.



CHAPTER 1.

Tue Ministry op Apostolic Times.

*The Ministiy of the Word ” in primitive times,
the creative days of Glmstian liistory, was carried
forward by the following classes of ministrants:—
Fii'st and foremost by the Lord Himself; then,
under Him, by (1) apostles, (2) prophets, (8)
evangelists, (4) shepherds and teachers; and, finally,
though of dillioult classification, by scribes.

The ljord Himself.

We reverently place Him at the head; not for the
pui‘ijose of now discussing His ministry, but to keep
ourselves dutifully in mind that, as on the one hand
the authority of all ministry is traceable to Him, so
on the other, for spirit and methods and aims, He
is, to all ministers of the Word, their great
Exemplar.

The Lord’s Servants,

1. Apostles—Amongstall Christ’sservants, “Apos-
tles” are usually and naturally placed first(a). Being
original and authoritative witnesses of their Master’s

(a) 1 Cor. xii. 28 ; Eph.ii. 20 ; iii. 5; iv. 11.
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resurrection from the ilead, they were all bound to
have seen the Bisen Lord (a). All, except Matthias,
were personally appointed by Him. Their ofl&e
virtually comprehended all other offices which are
employed in executing “ The Ministry of the Word.”
The Apostles were probably all prophets (&. They
were certainly evangelists. And Peter expressly
calls himself a “ co-elder ” with the **elders ” whom
he was addressing (c). All other offices were inferior
to tlieirs; so that, although an apostle was neces-
saiily an evangelist, an evangelist was not, simply
as such, an apostle. “ Apostles ” naturally find place
in the foundation of the Church (d); and there
they remain. In their apostolic office they have no
SUCCessors.

2. Prophets—Prophets spake from God and for
God. This was true of all those who were from
time to time raised up in the nation of Israel; true
also of those who assisted in the creation and early
development of the Church of Christ. Like the
Apostles they were incorporated in the foundation
of the Christian Ecclesia (c) ; which of itself shows

{a) Actsi. 21—22; 1 Cor. ix. 1.

(b) 1Cor. xiT. 6. “ The specially chosen disciples had need to
be prophets in order to be in the strict sense apostlea”—Hort,
“The Christian Ecclesia,” p. 106.

(©) 1 Pet. v. 1. () Eph. ii. 20. (®) Eph. ii. 20.
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the importance of their ministry. The essence of
their work was that they spake by direct revelation
from heaven (0), disclosing things otherwise unknown
and indiscoverable, whether already in existence (&
or yet to come (c). One most valuable service which
they rendered in the primitive assemblies was the
unveiling of men’s hearts, so as to impress strangers
coming in with the solemn fact of the Divine Pre-
sence in the assembly (d). The claim sometimes
put forth bj' modern ministers to be **prophets ”
can probably seldom be justified. Nevertheless, it
would be presumptuous to doubt that the Head of
the Church may graciously restore this great gift to
His people; especially when we note that it is
prominently included in the great fountain-promise
vouchsafed by the prophet Joel (c)—a promise not
yet exhaustively fulfilled. The becoming attitude
towai'da the possibility of the restoration of
“prophets” to the Church is surely that of the
large-hearted Moses, when he exclaimed—

Oh would that all the people of Jehovah were prophets 1
Yea, let Jehovah put His spirit upon them 1(/)

(@ “Whose monitions or outpourings were regarded as
specially inspired by the Holy Spirit.”—Hort, “ Ecclesia,” p. 158.

(& Matt. xxvi. GB; 1 Cor. xiv. 24.

(o) John xi. 51 ; Acte xi. 28 ; xxi. 11 ; 1 Pet. i. 10.

(d) 1 Cor. xiv. 2i, 25. (c) Joel ii. 28.

(/) Num. xi. 29.
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But it would be well in all liumility to bold fast to
the condition which Moses instantly appended; and
if the definition whicb we bave presumed to give—
that prophets speak by direct revelation fi'om heaven
«—be correct, it would be a manifest dictate of
humility to wait until this proof is forthcoming
before we claim to bo prophets ourselves, or con-
cede the claim to others.

8. Evangelists (or “ Missionaries ”). — As the
derivation of the name intimates, an “ evangelist”
is “a publisher of the glad tidings." As a distinc-
tive name, it implies such devotion to the work as to
render the designation necessary, or at least con-
venient.  The word itself, however, was common to
the whole Church, which, it is important to
remember, was essentially an evangelising com-
munity. It is only necessary to look at a concor-
dance wherein the occurrences of euangclmmai are
grouped to see this {a). “ To evangelise ” is to
make known the glad tidings, formally or informally,

(a) The Greek for “evangelist ” occurs only three times in the
New Testament—Acts xxi. 8; Epli. iv. 11; 2 Tim. iv. 6. But
the Greek word for “evangelise” is found Jiftij-Jke times. Of
these the following will show the radical meaning of the woixI:
Luke i.19; ii. 10; viii. 1; Acts siii. 32; 1Thess.iii. 6; Hev. x.7.
In Lukeviii.l, evangelising is distinguished from “proclaiming™;
and, in Acts v. 42; xv. 35, fi'om “teaching." There is nothing
official or formal in theact. 1t never of itself implies the formality
of a “sermon"—Acts viii. 4.
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publicly or piivately ; and 3%t this work could be
done by one so devoted to it as to derive there-
from a distinctive name. An evangelist, as such, was
emphatically *a man of God” (a) and “ a soldier of
Jesus Christ” (&), held accountable for conduct suited
to such honourable designations. That Timothy,
Titus, and others were apostolic deputies as well as
evangelists cannot be denied, and it may well have
been that their authority to “ set in order (c) par-
ticular communities was derived, not so much from
their own office as from the position of those by
whom such assemblies of believers had been brought
into existence {d). There is nothing to show that
an evangelist had right of entrance and control any-
where save among converts of his own making or in
churches to which he had been authoritatively
deputed. One point of importance, frequently over-
looked, is that, in its relation to any particular
assembly, the office of evangelist seems to have been
merely initiative and temporaiy. Having set a
chm’ch in order, the obvious thing for an evangelist

{a) 1 Tim. vi. 11. (h)y 2 Tim. ii. 3.

6) Tit. i. 5.

\<) “In all this Timotliy is manifestly clothed for the time with
a pavnmount authority, doubtless as the temporary representative
of St. Paul guided by St. Paul’s instructions, St. Paul himself
having the authority of a founder, and that founder one who had
seen the Lord Jesus.”—"Hort, “ Ecclesia,” p. 197.
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to do WRSto pass on to the regions beyond, or to
return to him or them by whom he had been sent
forth. Of an evangelist, as such, becoming a per-
manent official in a church, holding pastoral
authority over that church, we do not get a glimpse
in the New Testament. Hence all controversial
references to Timothy or Titus, or to the epistles
written to them, grounded upon such a baseless
hypothesis, are beside the mark. Timothy was not
a “ bishop,” that is, he was not an “ overseer ” in a
particular assembly. Neitherwas he an “ elder "—
synonym for “ overseer "—but a junior needing to
be put on his guard against the temptations of
youth (@). This, of course, is not saying that an
evangelist may not hecome an elder in an assembly;
but the two offices should be kept distinct. Paul’s
instructions to Timothy and Titus were instructions
to evangelists; only dealing incidentally, through
them, with the offices and duties of elders. Overlook
this distinction, and everything may be thrown into
confusion; elders may be proved to be juniors,
family men to be men without incumbrance.

4. Shepherds and Teachers (h).—These are natu-
rally two names for one office: the first being figu-
rative ; the second, literal; both plain. Neither of

() 2 Tim. ii. 22. (J) Eph. iv. 11.
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them is an honorary title; for which, indeed, each is
unsuited. The reason why there are two names to
one office appears to be simply that the office is
comprehensive and its duties are manifold. The
idea of “ shepherding ” alone might have left that
of “teaching” in the shade; the thought of
“teaching ” alone might have failed to keep in view
those numerous providing, guiding, and ruling cares
which the term  shepherding ” so effectually com-
prehends. This double designation becomes all
the more forcible when the Scriptural plan of a
plurality of elders in every assembly is kept steadily
in view; for, of course, these shepherds and
teachers ” are none other than those *“ elders”
taldng “ oversight” of whom we elsewhere read (a).
Naturally, in a competent board of elders, some
men will excel in general care for the flock, and
others will show especial ability to instruct. With
this agrees the discriminating injunction of Paul
that “ the well-presiding elders be coimted worthy of
double honour, especially those who toil in discourse
and teaching ” (b): implying the possibility of use-
fully presiding over the flock without devoting so
much time and trouble to the work of preaching
and teaching as to justify the use of the strong word
(a) Aots xx. 17,28 ; Tit.i. 5, 7. (i) 1 Tim.v. 17.
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“labour” or “toil ” to describe it (a). All “ eldei's,
acting as “ overseers” in the assembly, must be
“ apt to teach” (jo), nor can they be good shepherds
without a measure of this gift, or be able to judge
whether by others the flock is well fed or not; but
many accomplished and congenial men may be able
to do excellent shepherding work, who have not the
time or the especial gift to labour much in public
proclamation and instruction. Of mere “ ruling
elders,” indeed, the New Testament knows nothing;
but it does take clear recognition of special fitness for
special work and makes way for its beneficent use.
Notwithstanding the opinion above expressed
that the two names thus coupled together, viz.,
“shepherds and teachers” in Eph. iv., jointly
designate one office, it is just possible that
“ teachers” were sometimes recognised who were,
officially, neither *“prophets” nor “ evangelists ”
nor “elders,” but simply “teachers ” and nothing
more; and Acts xiii. 1, 1 Cor. xii. 28, 29, may
be held to favour that view. In reality, how-
ever, these passages may show nothing more than
that, so conspicuously did the overseers of Christian

(@) “Not merely work, bat work laboriously.”—llort, “ Eccle-
Bia" p. 196
(i) 1 Tim. iii. 2; Tit. i. 9.
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Assemblies generally fulfil the function of instruc-
tors, that it was not uncommon to call them simply
teachers.”

In any case, it must have been competent to the
shepherds of any Christian congregation to call to
their«ide “helpers” or **assistants ” in any depart-
ment of their multifarious duties, as well as special
“pilots” or “counsellors™*(a) to assist them to
steer through every storm.

Subject to the above qualifications, it may be
correctly affirmed that the regular “ ministry of the
word ” in the primitive assemblies was fulfilled by
the four offices abeady described. To express the
same conclusion in other terms, we may say that
every regular minister of the word was either an
apostle, or a prophet, or an evangelist, or an elder
(or an elder’s teaching assistant).

That there was an irregular ministry of the word
Is not for a moment to be overlooked. This fact
has already received passing notice, but must now
be more fully considered. litegular ministiy of the
word in apostolic days may be regarded as either
informal or awpernatural.

(a) “Kulerneseii, men who by wise counsela did for the com-

munity what a steersman or pilot does for the ship.”—Hort,
“The Christian Ecclesia," p. 159.
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By informal ministry we mean that every one
could speak for Christ as he was able. The whole
Church was quick with evangelising energy. No
new-born man needed a special commission before
he could tell what the Lord had done for his soul.
The facts of the Gospel were public property, and
so, in short, the persecuted disciples went every-
where evangelising by means of the word (a). By the
wayside, in the house, about their daily avocations—
aU could tell what they knew. ~ All Christians, there-
fore, were evangelisers—incipient evangelists. This
fact alone was ever tending to broaden out *the
ministry of the word ” in connection with the
primitive congregations.

By supernatural ministry, we mean that which
sprang out of the exercise of the primitive charismata
or supernatural gifts. This exercise seems to have
broken out anywhere (b); but we chiefly know it in
its congregational activity. 1t was when the brethren
“came together” that tongues were spoken,
prophesyings were uttered, that one had a psalm,
another a teaching, another a revelation, another a
translation (c); and it is not to be denied that the
exercise of these gifts constituted a species ot

(a) Acts viii. 4. (}) Acts x. 46 ; xix. 6.
(c) 1 Cor. xiv, 26—28.
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ministering the Word. But there are two things
about these manifestations which it is essential to
bear in mind, if we would derive from the record of
them real guidance for our own time. Thefirst is,
that they were spontaneous outbursts of Divine
energy; and the aecondf that even so they were to
be kept under effectual control. As to the first
point, doubtless respect for manifested Divine
Presence would alone suggest, for instance, that
way should be made for the exercise of the gift of
healing, even in assembly, and the more so in that
the healing act would mostly be accompanied by the
enlightening word; or again, when an interpreter
of tongues was known to be present as well as a
speaker of tongues, two such answering and combin-
ing gifts would obviously constitute a claim to be
heard; and especially would such a claim be felt
when a new revelation of unknown importance was
awaiting disclosure by a prophetj in that case, even
a speaker akeady holding the ear of the audience
might reasonably be requested to hold his peace, so
that the later message might not be lost. But, as
to the second point, it is at once startling and
profoundly instructive that, notwithstanding the
assumed activity of Divine Power, all forms of un-
seemliness, confusion, disorder and self-assertion
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were to be sternly suppressed; and this, of course,
implies the possession by some person or body of
persons in the assembly of authority to suppress
them. With whom such authority rested is an
interesting question of detail, which, however,
throws no doubt upon the obligation to maintain
order even in the most gift-couvulsed Christian
assembly. If there were “ elders ™ in the Church
at Corinth—though it must be confessed none are
named—then the duty of maintaining control would
naturally fall upon tliem. If, however, it should be
inferred that there were no such recognised “ over-
seers ” in Corinth, then it is quite conceivable that
on the whole body of prophets rested the obligation
to guide and restrain one another. In my opinion,
the evidence (@) distinctly looks in this direction.
To which it may be added, that the exercise of
the critical faculty is distinctly commanded (6).

Scribes.

We attach rather than incorporate a notice of
these, and that for two reasons : first, that the word
in itself may indicate a function rather than an
office, and so, for example, the bearer of the office
of “ apostle ” might be his own *scribe "; and,

(@ 1 Caor. xiv. 32. (J) Verse 29.
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second, that, even supposing we were waiTanted in
i*egarding the term  scribe ” as the title of an office
rather than a mere function, we should, from the
meagi-e evidence available, find it impossible to
locate the scribe ” either in the Church local or
over the Church general. In other words, we can
find for the scrib'e ” neither an appointed place in
a local assembly, as we can for * shepherds and
teachers,” nor a distinct office over the whole Church
aggregate, as we can for “ apostles.”

In spite of all thi&, however, it is not difficult
to see that, even in the apostolic age, scribes”
began to render important service to the faith; and
it is easy to realise what enormous benefits have,
since the first days, been rendered to the Christian
cause by their means.

It is no doubt a little unfortunate that the New
Testament writings start with such a number of
untoward associations of “ scribes”’with “ pharisees,”
as objects of blame, from the lips of our Lord, as a
glance through the *“ gospels” will shew. And
there is nothing improbable in the assumption—
which indeed the authority of Jesus compels us to
accept as a fact—that, in His day, the “ scribes”
deserved all the reproaches which He levelled

against them. Nevertheless, it must have been the
O.M. 0
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(@) Mult, xxiii. ai,~“ Cova'utm' N. T. (h) John viii. b\
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whatsoever memoranda they may have made while
Jesus was yet with them, were in no haste to give
their writings to the world; the Epistles came into
existence, as it might have appeared, more hy
accident than by design, being primarily intended
to meet emergencies in the primitive assemblies and
in the Apostles’ oversight of them. Only by degrees
did the formal and cherished pm*pose to write
mature itself in the minds of the first heralds of the
Gospel. We can see the necessity growing and the
practice becoming more purposeful as the apostolic
age rolls on; as witnessed by the Epistles to the
Ephesians (a) and to the Hebrews (6), the 2nd of
Peter (c), the 1st of John {d), the short letter of
Jude (c) and the Revelation (/). Naturally, as the
original witnesses died, and the Faith spread, and
precious documents were multiplied and needed
copying, and as old manuscripts became worn out
and required to be replaced,—so the office of the
Christian *scribe ** came into higher importance
and wider requisition.

And so opens a chapter in the story of our Faith
which is not likely to be closed while the present

(@) Eph. iii. 3. («0 1 John i. 4.
(& Heb. xiii. 22. (e) Jade 3.
(c) 2 Pet.i. 15. {/) Key. i. 19.

c 2
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Dispensation endures. If to mere copyists we add
judges or critics of the value of exeriiplary docu-
ments ; and to copyists and critics we add translators
(for what is a translator but a copyist of the sense
of a wi'iting into another tongue?) and if, to
copyists, critics and translators, we further add-
editoi-s and printers,—it may begin to dawn upon
us what a vast company of “ministers of the
Word” can be comprehended under the simple
name “scribes.”

But for * scribes ” we sliould have had no Bible:
m plain terms, other “ ministers of the Word”
would have had no “Word ” to minister. And but
for the conscientious, painstaking, monotonous,
persevering and largely umemunerated labours of
“ scribes,” our Bible would have been full of tran-
scriptional errors; instead of being, as it is, the
best preserved and weU-nigh the most faithfully
ti*anslated book in the world.

These reflections bridge over and connect the
ministry of the past with the ministiy of the future,
and impose on the present a very real obligation—
to which we must return. But, in the meantime,
as our chorus of praise ascends to our risen Lord
for the ministers He has endowed from generation
to generation to minister the Word of Life to His
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people and to the world, let us not be so thought-
less and ungrateful as to forget— the copyists,
the custodians, the discoverers, the collators, the
editors, the translators, the printers and printers*
correctors who have toiled in this ministry —a
mighty host.



CHAPTER II.

Principles op JMinistry Applicable to
All Times.

|.—The PLACE of ministi'y iS subservient.

Tms is involved in the very nature of ministry;
its end is never in itself; it is always to serve a
purpose. Martha ministers that she may promote
the comfort ofher guests.  The magisti‘ate ministers
that he may maintain the well-being of the State.
The Master ministers because the multitudes are
sinful, sorrowing, perishing. The ministiy of the
Word has no independent reason for its existence.
Ministry to a chui'ch is meant to 8ubsei*ve the
spiritual health and activity of the church; ministry
hy a church, through her evangelists, is designed to
convert others in the regions beyond to the same
fnith, and then to assist them in maintaining it and
spreading it further.

It is most important to recognise this principle.
To enter into the ministry of the Word for honour
or emolument is treason against Christ. To appoint
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men to that ministry to please or patronise or
reward them is another form of the same sin.
There is another reason for keeping this principle
steadily in view, which is sometimes forgotten.
Because ministry is subservient, there is not so
very much about it in the New Testament. The
Apostles were more concerned about the Faith than
exactly how to spread it. Hence the machinery of
church work and the details of the ministry of the
Word are but incidentally and briefly noticed. The
moral is: Let the Word to be ministered and the
great ends to be served by it, receive the chief con-
sideration. Many rules and regulations are not
required by ministers who are mainly intent on
doing their work.

2.— The MOTIVB of miniati'y is need.

If all citizens were law-abiding, there would be
no need of the magistrate to enforce the statutes of
the State. If the guests in Martha’s house had
required no food, or could with propriety have
helped themselves, there would have been no excuse
for Martha’s “ much ministering.” If travellers
wearing sandals had gathered no dust, the act of
the Master in washing His disciples’ feet would
have been shorn of its beauty by being reduced
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from a real miuistration ofcomfort to a meaningless
display of attention. This principle applies with
force to the ministiy of the Word. The need is
pressing, universal, ever-recm-rent. Children may
come into the world “ trailing clouds of glory,” but
certainly not with any knowledge of a Saviour or
any sufficient equipment for the duties and difficul-
ties of life. If, after birth and reason’s dawn,
human beings had been able to excogitate a gospel
of deliverance from sin, the case would have been
different. But as it is, and seeing that every ray
of sure and certain hope has to be carried to the
ends of the earth from the central Light which
appeai’ed in Palestine nearly twenty centuiies ago,
the constant need exists for continuous and ever
widening evangelisation. Truly, then, the never-
ceasing accession of individuals to the human family
—every one ignorant of the Gospel at birth—should
give a mighty impetus to missionary effort at home
and abroad. Turning our thoughts inward upon
the Church, what imperative calls to ministry reach
the instructed ear. Teaching, admonition, comfort,
are all needed. If, indeed, every convert were
studious, if study were as easy to aU as to some,
if every Christian had leisure to prepai-e his own
spiiitual food, and if spiritual dyspepsia were
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unknown,—then a very little teaching from others
would suffice. And so with ministrj®’s other
functions. The wanderer that most needs admoni-
tion least cares to administer it to himself. The
soul that is oppressed with grief might open for
itself wells of consolation in the desert; but the
paralysis of sorrow blinds its eyes and unnerves its
hands. In short, if Christians were not so much
like sheep as they are, they would need very little
shepherding; but just because the comparison is so
apt, the need is continually appealing to such as
have fellowship with the Good Shepherd in His
tender care.

Apply this principle, and what does it say ? It
says: Much ministering of the Word is called for,
because the need is so great; formal and informal
ministries are both required; paid and unpaid
ministers can find more than enough to do. Few
parents can teach and train their children so
thoroughly but that Sunday school teachers may
add most precious and welcome contributions.
Paid preachers will always need that their labours
be supplemented by unpaid. Public expositors will
oft be compelled to leave corners of the field un-
reaped and the whole of it ungleaned. Self-
supporting evangelists, medical missionaries and
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visiting women will always be able to penetrate
where others cannot enter. The principle says,

moreover: That quality of ministiy is wanted as

well as quantity. Skill is requisite for ministering

to minds diseased. Trained soldiers and intrepid

are alone fitted to storm breaches into hoary
systems of error. Variety, too, is demanded as
well as quantity and quality. Song may convey the

Gospel to hearts insensible to the usual forms of
evangelistic address; and although sincerity must
sternly forbid, alike all appeals to men under guise
of direct address to God, and all appeals to the
unconverted which, being congregational, are an
inevitable encom’agement to the disobedient to
sing to others what they do not accept them-
selves, yet is there ample room for the soloist
who can rise to the possibility of victoriously
carrying home the story of Divine Love by means
of winsome and wooing musical strains. Good
pictures, again, may appeal to minds which cannot
be reached by the ear j and even a blackboard skil-
fully handled may become electric with evangelising
energy. Superfluousto add; Thatthere is constant
and urgent need for the ancient “ scribes’” modem
representative—the printer. Even deaf people can
mostly read; and a solitary doubter may heed a
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tract or book who would not be seen perusing it.
It is the need that is ever crying out so appealingly
for better books, better tracts, better pictures,
better songs, better preachers—and more of them.

3.—The OONDITION of ministi'y is ability.

This is too obvious to need amplification; but it
is important to be borne in mind. A dumb man
cannot preach; a destitute man cannot give; an
ignorant man cannot instruct. There must be at
least a measure of ability to meet the need. The
ability may be natural, or acquired, or supematur-
ally bestowed; but it must exist, or there can be
no real ministry.

It follows, that in selecting men for the ministry
of the Word, the perception of fitness should govern
the choice; or, in cases where selection by others
is needless or out of place, the consciousness of
fitness should be present to prompt to reasonable
service. | once knew a Christian man who
could be and was most eloquent in dilating on
revealed truth by his own fiLreside, to which his
hospitality drew a number of countiy brethren, who
were wont to be regaled with a double feast; but
his attempts to speak in public had proved con-
spicuous failui-es, and his brethi’en had wisely ceased
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urging him to a form of ministry for which, however
strangely, he had revealed a proved incompeteucy.

It follows further, that in Christian assemblies
there should he no tender of office or call to service
merely to please the ungifted. The urgency of the
need and the incalculable loss resulting from failure
to meet it should forbid all such forms of spiiitual
patronage.

4.—The VINDICATION 0j ministry is call.

Such call may be either inward and informal,
springing from a perception of the need and a con-
sciousness (or at least a hope) of being able to meet
the need; or it may be open and outward, conveyed
by others, who are called upon to judge of the com-
petency of the invited one, and to request him to
fulfil this ministry. The distinction between the
two kinds of call is well illustrated by the case
referred to under the last head. That privately
eloquent brother who always failed in public, clearly
needed no call to hold forth by his own fireside
beyond the impulse of his own zeal and the grati-
tude of those who, with undisguised pleasure, were
accustomed to hang on his lips. In the assembly
it was different; probably his own quick sense of
failure anticipated his brethren’s decision not to
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urge on him any further humiliation. Still, mani-
festly the right of call to congregational work lies
with the congregation. To say this, is to say
that every congregation has a right to choose its
own ministers; and, ultimately, it cornea to that, by
the deepest principle of right. For who are the
greatest gainers by a profitable ministry of the word,
and who the greatest losers by an unprofitable, save
the people themselves? No doubt many arrange-
ments that are not on these lines may be justified
as temporary expedients. Take one or two of the
simplest of cases: one congi’egation plants another,
which for awhile consists of young converts who
know not their right hand from their left. These
young converts—this newly-planted congregational
offshoot—will naturally be glad for a time to accept
the ministry provided for them by the parent chm*ch;
though, even so, it will be manifestly wise that the
preferences of the young converts shall soon be con-
sulted, and that the development of their own gifts
be not too long delayed. Or, again, if we view con-
gregational propagation as effected by individual
agency, and ask whether the man who has proved
himself an evangelist, and who in point of fact can
look round on the infant church as composed of
his own spiritual children ought not to have a
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preponderating voice in choosing men to assist or
relieve or succeed him in the oversight of the
assembly?  we instinctively reply: Certainly.
And yet, if primitive example is to guide us, its lesson
would appear to be that the father of the chm’oh
should place overseers in charge only on condition
that those designed for the office receive the suf-
frages of their brethren. For if Acts xiv. 23, and
2 Cor. viii. 19 are compared, and the circumstances
revealed in the former are considered, the conclusion
is sufficiently clear that the Apostles guided the
churches to vote for those whom the brethren them-
selves regarded as fittest to take oversight among
them.

But, however such exigencies a*e met, their
existence cannot be regarded as subverting the
fundamental congiegational principle, which in
these pages is assumed to be unassailable. Many
babes in Chiist ai-e by no means babes in matters
of ordinary understanding and prudence. Besides,
all babes may be expected to grow to manhood;
and infant churches should aspire to be able to go
alone. If, therefore, when chui'ches have been but
newly planted, they have even then a rightful voice
in determining who shall be their spiritual guides,
much more must this right be ultimately conceded.
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And so, at length, with whatever delays and pro-
visoes, we arrive at the conclusion that ministers
in and to any Christian assembly should be the
elect of their brethren.

Certainly, room will ever remain for spontaneous,
volunteered service, for which no formal call has
been made; for with new times come new needs,
and with new inventions come new possibilities of
service unheard of in bygone times. |If these were
not first volunteered, before being asked for, their
utility might never be known, and the need of them
never felt. It is, possibly, a little too soon to anti-
cipate how far the telephone may yet bo pressed into
the work of pastoral oversight; but at any rate it is
quite conceivable that a Christian man with a print-
ing press at his command might discover a new
mode of serving his brethren, in their church life,
for which the Apostle Paul has made no formal pro-
vision. Let the novel service, however, be approved
and accepted; until at length it becomes a recog-
nised congregational need: then everyinstinct ofgood
order would tend to bring it under the surveillance
ofthe brethren, and the oversight of the elders, who
must needs have oversight of everything congre-
gational, if theu’ guidance is to be effective. Thus,
in due course, the outward call would be added to
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the inward, and even the congregational editor would
instinctively realise * great boldness in the Faith ”
by reason of the expressed approval by the brethren
of his typographical ministrations. This supposed
case is only one out of many which might be pro-
pounded to make the principle clear. See the need—
supply it: at the bidding of the inwaed call. Supply
it—and win approval: thus obtain the ouTWAIm call,
Deny the right oftheformer”and enterpnse is chokcd;
demur to the latter, and responsible oversight is
rendered an impossibility.

5.—The IDEAL of ministry is oo-operation.

Between the various kinds of ministry in a
Christian assembly there should, of course, be co-
operation ; as, for instance, between the ministry of
spiritualities and the ministry of temporalities.
But, beyond this, when God blesses a congregation
with more teachers than one, the ideal is, that all
should co-operate according to the measure and
utility of the gifts bestowed. There is a warning
against becoming many teachers (a), but never a
command to be content with one. There was in
Antioch a plurality of both prophets and teachers (6).
The Apostles appointed a plurality of elders in

(@) Jaa. iil. 1. (J) Acts xiii. 1.
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eveiy church (a). There were in Philippi more over-
seers tlian one (&. And notwithstanding the repres-
sive influence of modern church life, there might
probably be found in every church of moderate size
more than one man competent to teach.

J\lany arguments may be emploj'ed in favom* of
utilising all such teaching gifts. It may be asked why
they existbut to be exercised (c). |t may be asserted
without fear of contradiction that several minds
will more adequately apprehend the largeness and
variety of revealed truth than is possible to one (d);
and that several speakers will reach more hearts
than can be touched by one (c). And, in some cn-cum-
stances, even financial considerations may be pressed
into the argument; seeing that several teachers
maybe able to render gi‘atuitously an eflScient amount
of combined service, where funds are not forthcoming
for the reputable payment of one wholly devoted to
the work. On these stable grounds, it may safely
be asserted that the ideal arrangement is that every
Christian assembly should have Astaff of teachers
CO-OPERATING in Orderly harmony and in brotherly
humility and love placing their gifts, their enterprise

(a) Acts xiv. 23. {d) Eph. iii. 18.
{n) PhU. i. 1. (e) 1 Cor. xiv. 31.
(c) 1 Pet.iv. 10.

C.M. D
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and their devotion at the service of the church to
which they belong.

But the difficulties in the way of reacliing this
ideal are great; and many congregations have given
it up in despair; while of many more it may be
alleged that they have never cherished it, or that they
even go so far as to scout the idea as impracticable
and absurd. Let us look the real difficulties in the
face.

There is doubtless the danger of painful diver-
gence, amounting to contradiction, between two
teachers ormore. Co-pastorates occasionally furnish
examples of this; not all of them so harmless as
that recorded of Drs. Blair and Eobertson in Edin-
burgh, some generations ago, when the former,
having closed an eloquent sermon on Virtue in the
morning with the exclamation, *My brethren, if
Virtue were embodied the world would fall in love
with her!” the latter in the evening responded,
“ My brethren. Virtue has been embodied, and the
world crucified her!” Probably, within living
memory, similar instances and others more disturb-
ing have occurred.

The opposite danger is, that for fear of such
collision between two irreconcilable strains of
teaching from difierent lips, all sharpness of outline
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should be rubbed qjff from public instruction, to
avoid public reply on the same platform; and so
scarcely any real teaching be vouchsafed. The
proposal of the late Isaac Errett, of Cincinnati:
“Let the bond of union among the baptized be
Chiistian character in place of orthodoxy, right
doing in the place of exact thinking,” is plausible as
between separate communities. Butitis submitted
mthat few Christian teachers worth their salt would
concede that the connection between “right doing”
and correct thinking ” is so slight as to make the
latter of so little consequence. StiU, it must in
frankness be allowed that, if divergent lines of exact
thinking came into collision on the same platform,
there would be a serious likelihood of disaster.

Personally, the writer of these pages regards
Mutual Ministry with feelings of enthusiastic
admiration; which is perhaps remarkable, consider-
Iing that, in connecting himself more than fifty years
ago with churches practising Mutual Teaching,”
it was not at all this featm’ of their worship which
attracted him, but their faithfulness in maintaining
the meaning of believers’ immersion; considering,
moreover, that he weU knows, from an experience
not always inspiring, how difficult it is to bring

Mutual Llinistry up to the standard of practical
D 2



86 CHRISTIAN MINISTRY.

efficiency.  Still, the profound conviction in its
favour, having taken root, abides, and the bright
ideal remains iindimmed. He thinks that theory
alone could scarcely have produced such an attach-
ment; that, half unknown to himself and half-
forgotten in its detailed seasons of blessedness, there
must have been going on a gradual process of
glorifying the ideal; so that now, in this treatise, at
the close of a long life, he feels himself irresistibly
impelled to make a determined effort to do something
that may live, to elevate the actual, and bring it
nearer to the ideal. This confession is the more
convenient just here, in that, by the time the reader
gets well into the first section of the next chapter,
he may find himself in an unwonted atmosphere.
He will there observe an endeavour every pulsation
of which is throbbing with the eager desii’e to move
congregations who profess to follow it to make
strenuous endeavours to reach a worthy realisation
of the New Testament standard.

This said, the one thing necessaiy to the com-
pletion of the present chapter can be added in a
vely fewwords. Let none who are happily still in
pursuit of the New Testament ideal practically
ignore, or in anywise deny, the difficulties which
they know so well. Let them remember; That
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things are more than names—that work is more than
office—that there can be no vmtual teaching tvhere
there is no teaching—that the Lord's sheep need
real shepherding more than they need a plurality
of nominal shepherds — that a correct theoi'y oj
Church order isfar less important than the main-
tenance ofvigorous Church life— that ifive woiild avoid
the most distant approach to hypocrisy xve shall
forbear to declaim against a one-man ministry until
we have something better to put in its place. Let us
by all means hold to our ideal; but let us putforth
strenuous endeavours to render it real.



CHAPTEE in.

Suggestions towards Improved Ministry in the

Future.

For the present it is the local assembly that is
before our minds; and this offers us a simple
method of treatment, naturally bringing before us
—first, Ministry to the Church, or edification; and
then Ministry hy the Church to the world, or
evangelisation.

Section I.—Ministry to the Church.

1.—Let the Church in its inception be hroughl under
the authority of Christ,

It is no common assembly of which we here treat;
but an assembly of which Christ is to be Head, which
is to be honom-ed with His presence, to bear His
name, and to exist for His glory: a Christian
assembly. It is essential, therefore, that from the out-
set ofits existence, it should come under His sole and
absolute authority. Christ will tolerate no second
head over any assembly calling itself by His name.
We are not at liberty to constitute an assembly to
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please ourselves, and then call it a Churcli of
Christ.

Who has the right to begin such an assembly ?
It is of the utmost importance that a correct
answer be given to this question. The answer is:
Two or three disciples ; that is, two or three regene-
rate souls. The assembly is to be an organism,
instinct with spiritual life.  From the first it must

be a growth; and there can be no growth from a
dead root.

'Who has given this right to “two or three
disciples”? The Lord Himself—on one condi-
tion : That the two or three “come together into
his name ”; that is, place themselves under His
authority. The record of this authorisation is to
be found in Matthew, eighteenth chapter and
twentieth verse : the one Divine utterance on this
point:—**For where two or three are gathered
together into My name, there am | in the midst of
them ” (a).

But, on the face of it, does not this passage treat

(a) “ A generalisation of the term ecclesia, and the powers con-
ferred on it, which renders it independent of particular forms of
government or ceremonies, and establishes a canon against pseudo-
cathoUcism in all its forms : Cf. 1 Cor. i. 2.”—Alford. “ If there
be an emergency, a layman may celebrate as well as a bishop . . .
but where Christians are, though they be laymen, there is a Church.
Sed ubi tres, ecclesia est, licet laici.”—Tertullian, quoted by Hatch.
“ Organisation of the Early Christian Churches,” pp. 124, 125.
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of assembling on particular occasions ? That is so;
but does not destroy the formative force of the
Lord’s words; seeing that the men -who can clothe
themselves with this authority on one occasion can
do it on twenty occasions, and so can maintain their
corporate church life indefinitely.

The formative force of the Lord’s great promise
here under consideration is no doubt more clearly
seen by correctly rendering the preposition (eis)
standing before the word “ name ” as “into ” than
by the negligent translation “in ” (a); but, happily,
the right apprehension of our Lord’s great saying
about the power of “ two or three ” does not rest on
asingle word, seeing that it must be plain to every
discerning eye that the passage does more than
promise the Lord’spresence: it expressly conditions
that presence upon the so coming together.

Again, that broad and imperative condition of
Christ’s presence, when legitimately carried out,
will be found to have a most essential bearing on
all the assembly’s subsequent history, though it
comes to number a hundred or a thousand members,
It is its “ coming together” into Chiist’s name,

(«) A very inconsistent rendering on the part of all who rightly
contend for ““into the name " in our Lord’s last commission, as
preserved in Matt, xxviii. 18—20.
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that must clothe it with authority, and thereby prove
to be the palladium of its liberty.

So much on the right to begin a local assembly.
The position in -which it places us may be thought
to be radical in the extreme, and so it is; but it
contains its safe-guard within itself. The assembly
at its inception may be small, but it is no man’s
plaything. It exists to hold forth the word of life.
It lives to grow. It is bound to seek enlargements.
It needs the healthy aspiration to become a body
with hands, feet, and all other contributory mem-
bers. It needs joints of expenditure, making
demands on the joints of supply (a). It needs the
rich and the poor coming together. 1t needs fellow-
ship) in temporalities as well as spiiitualities. It
needs the power of j>ropagation.

It can, in its feebleness, hold the fort” against
all comers. No man can extinguish it. But, as
Christ’s assembly, it cannot prefer to remain small.
The power ofits Lord is able to reveal itself more
variously in a competent assembly ; and inasmuch
as the compassions ofiits Lord ai’e wide as the world,
it must needs desire the numbers and the gifts and
the temporal means to extend and multiply. And it
must desu’e a ministry commensm*ate with its needs.

(a) Eph, iv. 16.
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2—Let false conceptions of what constitutes the
Ministry of the Word he relinquished,

There are some misconceptions so simple as to
need an apology for naming them; one misconcep-
tion quite obvious as soon as mentioned; and still
another which is not a little specious and misleading.

Simple misconceptions. “ Talk is not teaching.**
What truth has the talk advanced? Whose mind has
it enlightened ? What duty has it enforced ? .Who
has been comforted that deseiTed consolation? No
amount of mutual talk will make mutual teaching.

“Ilustration is not truth.*” Illustrations “ exist
for the truth. They ai® not counted of value for
themselves. That is the test of illustration which
you ought to apply unsparingly. Does it call atten-
tion to or call attention away from my truth? If
the latter, cut it off without hesitation. The prettier
it is the worse it is” (a).

“ Self-gratification is not the edification of others.”
That was probably the sense in which he that spalce
with tongues in the church at Corinth “ edified
himself” (&. Doubtless he felt the better for it.
Nevertheless, if neither he could intei-pret nor any-
one else, he was enjoined to keep silence.

(@) Phillips Brooks. (J) 1 Cor. xvi. 4.
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A more serious misconception is entertained when
other truth is substituted for saving and sanctifying
tiuth. “And now | commend j'ou to the Lord,
and to the word of his grace, which is able to build
you up and to give you the inheritance among
all those who are sanctified” (a). There can be no
substitute for the Word of the Lord’s favour.
“ "Whom we preach, warning every man, and teach-
ing every man with all wisdom, that we may present
every man perfectin Christ"*(&). It is of little use to
preach anyone else to this end; and, if the perfect-
ing of character is lost sight of, the grand design of
the church fails of accomplishment. | know that all
truth is one ; but before truths in botany, mechanics,
or astronomy can make me a better man, they must
be related to Christ and H!is word; and it is a
minister’s business so to relate them or to let them
alone.

A specious misconception, which is sometimes apt
to mar ministerial work, is harboured %when undue
dependence is placed on impromptu, discourse in
assemUy. The power of numbers to stimulate a
speakeris franldy admitted; and the mute appeal of
the upturned faces of hungry souls may occasionally
embolden a man to dai’e that which he would not

(@) Acta XX 32. (J) Col. i. 28.
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bave been self-forgetful enough to premeditate in
cold blood. Al this is freely recognised. But the
opposite extreme is probably more disastrous. The
Spirit of God can prepare me in my study, as well as
embolden me on the platform. At least let the wood
be diied beforehand, ere yet the moment for kindling
it comes. The whole week has been preparing
your hearers; and should it not also have been
preparing you ?

But perhaps the one form of tliis specious mis-
conception, which, where harboured, does more
harm than any other, is witnessed—when church
givthoriiigs are based on the assimption of miracidous
gifts when there is no justification for counting on
their presence. | am the more free to say this,
because | have not come to any hard and fast
conclusion that the miraculous may not reappear.
| should count it a welcome interruption to suspend
my discourse while a lame man was healed. And
if revelations from the unseen world were wont to
arrive while the Lord’s people were in convocation,
we should soon learn to adjust ourselves to the new
conditions. But where can be the wisdom, where
the reverence, to allow ourselves to frame our
arrangements upon the supposition of conditions
which do not exist? The Lord is mighty enough to
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break in upon our chux’cli assemblies if He please.
And who among us would not reverently bow to His
manifested will ? But all hollowness, all unreality,
should be banished from our midst.

3.—Let the Imperious Laiu of Edification he
resolutely ig”held.

What is edification ? It is upbuilding—therefore
it is increase. AMHiere there is no increase, there is
no edification. Of course, it is not external,
material increase. It is not even the addition of
numbers (a). It is increase to the attainments of the
existing members of the assembly—to their know-
ledge, their courage, their joj4 their love. Some-
thing must be added to what is already there. We
are not straitened in the outworking of the idea; as
we may see by an apt illustration taken fi*om the
first Epistle to Corinth. For although, we have not
the gift of prophesjdng now, yet the use of that gift
in the primitive church well illustrates what edifica-
tion is. It was pre-eminently an edifying gift; and
if we had to express the utility of prophesying in a
single word that word would be * edification.” The
apostle says everything, when he says, *He who
prophesieth edifieth the church.” But the writer

{a Acts ix. 31
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of the epistle has already amplified the idea of
edification: he has said: “ He who prophesieth
speaketh unto men unto edification, and exhortation,
and comfort.” *“ Edification” (more exactly under-
stood) adds to my knowledge, “ exhortation” to
my motive power, “comfort” to my joy in the
midst of trial and sorrow. He that can add to any
one of these can edify me (a).

The law of edification in the assembly is impera-
tive and universal: “ Let all things be done unto
edifjdng” (&. Nothingis excepted. Everything that
does not edify is ruled out. No mere amusement,
or display of learning, or pai-tisanship, can stand
before it. It is imperious—a law of laws. All
other laws must be overruled by it. And it is the
assembly as a whole, and not a mere minority,
which this law respects; seeing that to edify a few
is not to edify an assembly.

It may requii’e courage to assert this law, and
resolution to maintain it; for “vain talkers”
vuist he silenced. And it may further need the gi'ace
of self-denial to decline to continue the attempt in
face of manifest and repeated failure; in the face of
the growing infirmities of old age, such as loss of
voice and memory; aye, and in the face of the

(@) 1 Caor, xiv. 3. (i) 1Caor. xiv. G
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gromingl}*exacting demands ofan enlarged assembly,
—where the voice that once could edify the two or
tluee can no longer edify an assembly that has
happily grown to three hundred. It was the fore-
sight of the occasional necessity for this difficult
act of self-abnegation that sharpened our apprehen-
sion of the high value of the initial law of the
constitution of a Christian church. When this
fundamental law is reverently obeyed, and the **two
or three ” from the first come unreservedly under
Christ’s authority, the man who once could hold
the reins of instruction will be prepared to yield
them into abler hands. It is necessary that this
should be said; otherwise a blessing may become
a cm-se: the blessing offree and unassuming initiative
may hecome a mould in which shall be cast the iron
bond of stereotyped incompetence»

4 —Let the Church recognise, honour and trust her
Teachers.

It is clear that the primitive churches recognised
their teachers. They knew that some among them
were teachers and others were not. *“ Now, there
were in the church in Antioch certain prophets and
teachers,” and then their names are given (a). It

{a) Acts xiii. 1,
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was known who were prophets and teachers. They
were recognisable and recognised. “ Are all
apostles?” No; but it was known who were.
“ Aie all prophets? ”(a). No; but there were some
who could be known to be such.  * Are all teachers?”
The same answer holds good. Therefore, there
was not an “all-men” ministry, even in Corinth,
where gifts abounded (6). “ Not many teachers
become ye, my brethren” (). How much less may
all be teachers! The teaching of a Christian
assembly cannot be every one’s business.

If a church is fed—is instructed—is exhorted—
Is consoled: such ministrations are certain to be
honoured. And with the readiness to honour will
come the preparedness to ti-ust, unless that pre-
disposition is repeatedly deceived. But there must
be no breaches of faith oft repeated. Busy, hungry,
struggling souls must be excused if they rather
bitterly resent being cheated of what may be the
only meal of spiritual assistance per week which
they can hope to obtain.

5—By %@ Arrangement let Mutual Minist™y have
an opportunity to shew its efficiency.
It is not difficult to see tliat Mutual Ministry
has several natural advantages. |t secures a variety
(fl) 1 Cor. xii. 29. & 1Cor.i. 7. © Jas. iil, ].
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of talent adapted to diflfeiing classes and needs. It
provides for a division of labour, whereby a burden
can be easily borne which would be too heavy for
one man unaided to carry. Coupled with this is an
enviable freshness thereby ensured, which is in
danger of being worn away by too deep an engi’oss-
ment in the task of ministering to the same people.
“1 am sure,” says Phillips Brooks (a), that many
men who, if they came to preach once in a great
while in the midst of other occupations would preach
with reality and fire, are deadened to their sacred
work by their constant, intercourse with sacred
things.” “ It is to me quite wonderful that most of
the sermons one hears are so good as they are, con-
sidering the unintermittent stream in which most
preachers are compelled to produce them. | have
sometimes thought, in listening to the discourse of
a really thoughtful and able clergyman, “If you, my
friend, had to write a sermon once a month instead
of once a week, how very admirable it would be!”” (&).
These are weighty admissions from men speaking
from experience, and | commend them earnestly to
all interested; only that, for once in a great
while,” in the first extract, | would substitute

(a) “Lectures on Prenching,” p. 25.
(5) “The Bccrcations of a Country Parson,” pp. 347, 348.
oM U
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“ with suitable intervals for change and rest.” The
“great while” may result in the accretion of
“rust”; and the too infrequent exercise of a gift
may conduce to an over-luxuriousness of fervour
when its exercise is renewed. No! let the beast
of burden know the refreshment coming from a
removal of the yoke, but do not give him such
lengthy furloughs as that he shall need to be broken
in every time that he is harnessed afresh.

But there must be aiTangement. Let each elder
or teacher know when he will be expected to address
his brethi'en. Let him have time to pray—to plan
—to prepare j if need be, to change the subject of
his address andyet be in time to meet the occasion.
Little by little our stores may be overhauled and
made ready for use; little by little we may become
aware of new needs amongst our brethren. But,
though a Christian teacher may be habitually on
the alert and so ever be making indirect prepara-
tion ; yet, if he is otherwise a busy man—and it is
for such I write—he will be able, between suitable
rests, to sacrifice time and concentrate energy—
with appointed opportunities in vieio—which would
otherwise be not merely unnatural but practically
impossible.  And when his appointment comes, not
only should he feel put upon his honour to fulfil it
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to the very best of his ability; but it should be
regarded as downright robbery to let any incon-
siderate irruption of an “ all-men ” ministry filch it
away from him. Let thefeast provided he eatemoith
thanksgiving” and not he set aside infavour of unripe
friiitt casually brought in.

6.—Let Private instruction supplement Public
discourse,

I question whether any man living can, in one
and the same address, meet the requu*ements of a
congi'egation of any size. Probably more than five
out of every five hundred would be left by the
wisest and most varied address, like Gideon’s
fleece, unwatered still and dry.” AVhy should it be
presupposed that public ministration can do every-
thing? Has the bread of life not been broken
sufficiently small?  Why, then, does the fault-
finder himself not morsel it out to his neighbour
in crumbs adapted to weakest capacity ? Besides,
there are ever likely to be especial cases, where the
needed instruction can be in every way more
successfully given in private than in public. When
Apollos *began to s]?eak boldly in the synagogue ”
at Ephesus, Priscilla and Aquila probably shewed as

much practical wisdom as delicacy and respect in
E 2
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that, instead of publicly laying bare the eloquent
man’s deficiency in evangelical knowledge, *they
took him to them ” before expounding to him * the
way of God more precisely ” (a).

7.—Let the wide Claims and immeasuraUe Benefits
of Church edification move Christian teachers
to do their very best to make their ministry
effective.

That its claims ai®e i.0ide, may be seen if we look
at the INSTRUVENT with which it works—the word of
the Lord’s grace: “ 1 commend you to the Lord,
and to the word of his grace which is able to build
you up.” Many, | suppose, would conclude that
“the word of his grace ” is just the Bible. Even
If it were so, it is not by thumping the Bible nor
by merely mstling its leaves that a congregation is
to be edified. But | humbly think the conclusion
that the Bible is meant is a slovenly conclusion.
The discreet use of the concordance on the term
“word,” especially in the “Acts,” will, if I am
not mistaken, shew that the new, living, and as yet
mainly unwiitten gospel message is mostly intended
by that term (6). And this usage flows over into the

(@) Acts xviii. 26—C N. T.
(J) ActsiT.4,29,31;vi.2,7;viii.4,U,20; x.36,44; xi.1,19;
Xii. 2i ; Xiu. 5, 7, 26, 44, 46, 48, 49 ; xv. 7, 35, 36 ; Xvii. 11,13;

Xyiii. 11; ziz. 10, 20.
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Epistles (a). And therefore I tbink that by *the word
of bis grace ” is meant the same thing as the similar
expression in Ephesians, “the word of truth, the
gospel of yom: salvation”(&). This being soi the work
of the Christian teacher is laid out for him. For it
IS evident that, in order to build up, he has to work
out the Good News into its claims, motives, respon-
sibilities, warnings. He has to work from cause to
effect. He has—in a word which is only a fragment
of a larger representation—to shoe the young Chris-
tian wai'rior *with the readiness of the glad-message
of peace” (c). The same thing is admirably enjoined
upon Timothy; “ Preach (proclaim) the word; be
urgent in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke,
exhort (or *encourage ), with all long-suffering and
teaching ” (f2. There we see the living process of
transition from proclaiming to teaching. “ Go back
to thy proclaiming work, and draw out of it what
thou needest; but work it out into motive, into
conduct, into life ; and urge it home in every variety
of instruction and appeal.” Even thus viewed, the
claims of Church edification are anything but narrow.
But of course the ancient Hebrew writings find
{a) 1 Cor. xiv. 36 ; Gal. vl. 6; PhiL i. 11; ii. 16 ; 1 Th.i. G8;
2Th.iii. 1; 1 Tim.t.17; 2 Tim.ii. 9; iv. 2 ; Heb. xiii. 7.

(i) Chap.i. 13.
() Eph. vi. 15—E. N. T. (rf) 2 Tim. iv. 2.
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place in the work of upbuilding, as we see jHam
the Second Epistle to Timothy (a), furnishing a rich
quota of instruction for every Christian assembl3/%
Notwithstanding, they are not always easyto handle
with judgment, delicacy, and insight, soas not to
confound dispensations and so as to do stiictjustice
to the Hebrew nation. While, therefore, they add
immeasurably to a Chiistian teacher’s materials,
they add to his cares and tax his utmost skill.

And still the viewwidens. The Bible, broadly
speaking, is a church’s great instrument for edifica-
tion. But it needs to bo preserved clean and
polished: freed from inteipolations, brightened up
and shai-pened with more accmate rendei‘ings.  And
the question is, Who is to do this work ? Where
does the responsibility rest? And when done, or
supposed to be done, who is to judge of the success
of attempts undertaken to that end ? To whom, if
not to their * teachers,” are Cluistian men to look
for guidance in deciding whether on the whole the
EevisedVersion is better than the so-called *“ Author-
ised,” or whether, so far as it goes, the *“ Corrected
New Testament” is not to be pronounced better
than both? Who is to guide a church to a wise
decision, if not its “ teachers ” ?
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There are many Christians, doubtless, who,
though they can see that responsibility as to these
things must rest somewhere, j'et easily excuse them-
selves from sharing it; who do not even care that
their * shepherds and teachers ” should concern
themselves in these high responsibilities. [If this
vague sentiment could be crystallised into a sentence,
it would assume some such form as this: That it is
the world’s duty to take care of the Church; and
that worldly men who do not themselves desire to
be edified in the Christian sense, are to be the
judges of what is the fittest instrument for yielding
food to living and hungry souls.

The conclusion to which this discussion surely
leads is : That it is desirable that in the eldership
of every Christian assembly there should be at least
one who can be trusted to guide his brethren aright
in the weigliing of these responsible mattersj and
that in every large city, or, atthe very least, in every
country, there should be a number of men conver-
sant with Bible transmission and tianslation, and
who are competent to pass on the Written Word
In uttermost purity to other lands and to coming
generations.

Far be it from me to seem for a moment to favoiu*
the conclusion that only accomplished literary men
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can be competent elders of Christian assemblies.
Life stands before literature. Many a man of robust
good sense and competent knowledge of his Bible,
if only strong in spiritual zeal and discernment, may,
swith reasonable diligence, render himself an orna-
ment to any board of Christian overseers on which
the suffrages of his brethren can place him.

That the henejits of Church edification are im-
vieasuraUe follows from all that has gone before as
to its natui’e and aims; and may be further enforced
by considering the possrBILITIBS which it embraces.
Edification in knowledge enriches for life, and a
new insight into, say, the place and power of prayer,
forms a fresh bond between the enriched soul and
eternal tilings. Edification in the way of new
impulse to duty may result in ever-increasing use-
fulness and reward. Edification in the form of
consoling the sorrowful may not only enable the
tried one to weather the storm of present tempta-
tion, but endow the consoled one with the power to
comfort others in turn. No one, therefore, can
calculate the ratio at which spii-itual benefits con-
ferred through an edifying ministry go on in
indefinite multiplication.

Assume that the rich, when exhorted, secretly
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respond,—can it ever be known in this world how
many widows’ hearts shall thereby be made to sing
for joy? Yet a single exhortation did it. Assume
that the ministers of the Church’s bounty discover
that the ministry of the Word ” has succeeded in
replenishing their coffers, so that a new schooh’oom
can be built, so that an additional evangelist can be
commissioned,—can it ever be known how many
waifs, as a consequence, may be reclaimed, how
many souls may be saved? *Immeasm*able,”
ti'uly, is the word; for, indeed, immeasurable is the
motive-power wielded by those who know how by
their ministry to bring their brethren’s hearts into
responsive touch with Him *who, though he was
rich, yet for our sakes became poor.”

Once more: it should be remembered that a
pastoral ministry is always in its degree an evan-
gelistic ministry; and less immediately yet not less
truly a source of new evangelistic agencies. |
cannot conceive of a congregation of believers being
built up where there is not an ever fresh resounding
of the very things that all believe. So that, as
Christians do not resort to secret conclaves, and as
all teaching and exhortation starts from the Gospel;
as moreover the very Memorial Feast which most
mightily draws believers together is a Memorial of
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Salvation at its foimdation-head,—it would seem to
be the most natural thing in the world that the very
ministry that is bent on upbuilding should at the
same time result in converting. But, indeed, a
well-nourished church should, in the very natme of
things be a choice nursery for the growth of young
evangelists. Here the young evangelising idea is
taught how to shoot; here the motive forces are
stored which impel to jvider utterance; here the
trophies are gathered which show what prizes may
be won from wider fields.

Section |l.—j\linistry by the Church.

By the Church we still mean the Assembly of
Believers—the whole company of the saved, in their
individual and collective capacities; all of whom aie
responsible for ministering the Word of Life to the
unsaved. This brings before us the Message, the
Messengers, and Circumstances in the Delivery ofthe
Message.

Subsection 1.— The Message.

The Message is the Gospel, the Good News of
Salvation: the chief characteristics of which will
be brought before us as we observe that it is
Simple—Ample—"\ital,
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1. Itissimple. It isthat, because it isa message;
for we do not expect a message to be complicated.
The Greek calls it a “ word” ; and a word is not a
book. It is the word of peace (a), the word of recon-
ciliation (b), the word of God’s grace (c), the word of
salvation (d), the word of the Cross (e), the word of
truth (/), the word of life (g), a word that is lilce a
light held forth in darkness, a word that can be passed
from mouth to mouth and can run like a racer {h).
It is simple, because it is a proclamation made by
heralds ; and we do not expect a proclamation to be
an harangue or an ai'‘gument or a discussion.

When we look into it, we find that such indeed it
is; simple, after the manner of a message—after the
manner of a proclamation. It can be explessed
tersely, concisely, memorably, commandingly.

It can be condensed into a word : for to proclaim

the Gospel is to proclaim * Christ.” It can be
comprehended in a single proposition: That " Christ
Jesus came into the world to save siunera.” It can

be solidified into three facts : *That Christ died for

our sins according to the Scriptures, and thathe was
buried, and that he was raised on the third day,

(a) Acts X. 3G. () 1 cor.i. 18.
\b) 2 cor. v. 19. {/)2 Cor.vi.7 ; Eph. 1. 13.
(r) Acts xiv. 3; xx. 32. {g) Phil. ii. 1c.

(tT) Acts xiii. 20. (<) 2 Thess. iii, 1.
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according to the Scriptures.” It can be sung in six
lines, celebrating Christ personal and Christ
mystical, as He—
Who was made manifest in flesh,
Was declared righteous in spirit,
Appeared unto messengers:
Was proclaimed among nations,

Was believed on in the world,
Was taken up in glory.

This variety of examples of simplicity may perhaps
suggest—as | think it should—that a living process
of simplification’should still ever be going on;that, if
the Gospel is within our minds a living thing, we
may be able with advantage to coin new forms of
generalisation which shall simplify our message to
suit the emergencies of the hour and the needs of
our heaiers. | cannot imagine what harm could
ensue from this, provided our simplifications were not
put forth as authoritative—were not always being
repeated creedwise till they were threadbare—and
were held strictly subservient to the Divine teachings
they were intended to bring home.

2. It is ample. Every instance given to show
that the Gospel is simple is easily susceptible of
amplification. Take the single term “ Christ.” It
is both a name and a title; a name, because it
identifies the person intended by it as Jesus of
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Nazai'eth, now glorified in heaven ; and a title mean-
ing “ one anointed ” ; which again alludes to a fact,
fulfils a prophecy and identifies a hero—alludes to
the fact that Jesus of Nazareth was, on a certain
occasion, namely at His baptism, anointed with the
Holy Spiiit; fulfils a prophecy,namelyin the eleventh
of Isaiah, that a scion from Jesse’s root should be
so anointed; and identifies a hero, the long-foretold
Deliverer of the Hebrew nation, so that when Saul
of Tarsus, who had then become the Apostle Paul,
coined the strangely conjoined terms, “ A Messiah
crucified,” he flashed out a world of meaning for all
mankind. And this is only one instance of amplified
simplicity. To avoid being tedious, take only two
more of the examples of simplicity already given:
**Clnist Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”
Yes ! but that brings with it the implied fact of His
pre-existence, that He should come into the world
with such a grand end in view; and the thi-ee facts
of the Messiah’s death, burial and resurrection, are
expressed in less than two short verses. Aye ! but
wherefore, save that the third fact should be
expanded into the fifty-four remaining verses of
the massive and argumentative fifteenth of Corin-
thians ? Simple ? Yea, but withal how ample.
Practically ample also ; and not merely by way of
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expanding verbal exposition. It is ample in the
classes whom it addresses, being suited to all sorts
and conditions of men; and in the motives towhich
it appeals—hopes, feai’s, reverence, gi‘atitude, sense
of right, love of life.

8. Itisvital. The Gospel vitally concerns every
man. There is no man whom the Gospel is not
fitted to bless; no man who can with impmiity
reject its claims. It deals with what most concerns
everyman: his relations to his Maker, his character,
his conscience, his sins, his domestic and social
obligations, his philanthropy, his scheme of life,
his prospects in the judgment to come.

The above brief survey of the Message is merely
subservient to what follows; for ministry and its
improvement are what we have chiefly in view.
The Message is ready, but where are the mes-

sengers ?

Svh-section 2.— The Messengers.

In harmony with the comprehensive view of
ministry which from the outset we have set before
us, we are led to think first and foremost of all
Christians as ministerbg the Gospel to their
neighbours, and especially fathers and mothers as
ministering the Gospel to their children. This,-for
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distinction, we may term the private ministry of the
Word. Besides which there is thepichlic ministry of
the Word in set discourse.

Both ministries, indeed, need qualification and
preparation. For privately ministenng the Word,
the grand fitness consists of holy lives and burning
zeal; and so the endowments required for it are
more or less informal. Moreover, in the very nature
of things, the public ministry of the AVord will assist
the private. The Word fitly spoken on the platform
can be repeated in the workshop and by the fii‘eside.
Probably this connecting link between public and
private ministry might be strengthened to mutual
advantage; to the public ministry giving clearness
and point, easily remembered and carried away;
and to the private, imparting a sense of able
companionship and a confidence born of observing
how strong the argument, how telling the appeal,
already patterned and familiarised to a large
assembly. “ The words of the wise ” are not only

as goads ” to drive promiscuous hearers to their
duty; but are as moulds in which other goads may
be cast by those choice hearers who are, according
to another view, “ privates ” seeking new stores of
ammunition.

We may be excused, therefore, if we now
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concenti‘ate our thoughts on the public ministry of
the Word; as probably the more important, but
as certainly the more difficult; for, I suppose, a
hundred good conversationalists may be more easily
found than one efifective public speaker.

In the PUBLIC speaker, engaged in ministering
THE Gospel, all sub-distinctions may now, for the
time being, be advantageously sunk. There may
be, and there is, an important difference between
“proclaiming” and *teaching”; but that need
not now occupy us. There may be, and there is,
some difference between an “elder” and an
“ evangelist”; but this does not come up here for
immediate consideration. All we want is found
summed up in one familiar word made ready to onv
hand, and well understood—the preacheb. Let us

consider, then—

The Preacher’s Qualifloations.

Fii’st, as to himself. He must be a Christian, or he
cannot hope to persuade others to be Christians.
The man himself is behind his message, giving
weight to it, or discrediting it.

Second, as to his olyect. His general object, in
an evangelising ministry, of which alone I here wiite,

IS to move men to decide for Chi‘ist. Some of his
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hearers may not know, or may not believe, that it
devolves on them, or is possible to them, so to
decide. His business is *to open their eyes ” to see
thatit is so ; and to move them to maJce the decision.
But many hindrances may stand in his hearers’way,
and his duty is to assist in removing them. A
single discourse may convert; but, moi’e likely, at

least several will be necessary. It is desirable,
therefore, that a preacher should keep before him-
self the question, “ In what way can | reasonably

hope that this discourse will help to bring about the
momentous decision ?” The theme may be inter-
esting, the text may be attractive, but in what way
can it be made subservient to the one gi’and design ?
“"When,” says Dr. Dale, you have chosen your
text and your topic, how are you to begin to pxepare ?
If your *notes’ [supposed to be made in the course
of indirect preparation] serve you well, you will
ah-eady have in hand a considerable amount of
material; but whether you have little or much, you
should fii'st of all come to a clear understanding
with yourself about the precise object of your
sermon. What is the sermon to do? The answer
to this question determines the whole method of
preparation” (a).

(a) “ Lectures on Preaching,” pp. 130, 131.
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i 3. As to his preparation. Any man who really

caies to excel will always be making indirect
preparation. By reading, observation and experience
he will ever be accumulating material. By way of
direct preparation, one of the first things he needs
IS an inspiration, to make choice of this or that as
his theme; so that then he may proceed with
assurance, concentrate his thoughts, look up his
references—and let all simmer. The initial pre-
paration should be begun in good time, so that the
mind may have space to work freely on the materials
akeady gathered, and be saved from panic through
apprehension of failure in the tentatively chosen
line of things, with no time left for another choice
of theme, text, or handling. Such a freely working
mind will get glimpses—snatches, insights; and by
experience will leaih that a few such momentary
intuitions are more than equal to as many minutes
of fully expressed speech. Such discovery—which
frequently has to overcome a habit of inveterate
unbelief—will prevent the very common fault of
accumulating too much matter. Whether before-
hand in writing, or at the time of delivery in
1 extempore speech, the surplus should be resolutely
) thrown overboard: which really means nothing
worse than its reservation for futui-e use. There

LI
-
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are, of course, links that are essential to the strength
and persuasiveness of an argument; but as a rule
any mere loss of symmetry in a discourse had better
be incurred than that accumulated material be
crowded in to the perplexing, if not wearying, of the
hearer.  Moreover, undoubtedly—as Dr. Dale
strongly advises—"the matter should rule the
method; the divisions be left imtil you see what
there is to divide. Then, as to writing sermons
beforehand, although no universal rule can be
dogmatically laid down, yet expeiience has some
sage advice to give. A few may even read their
discourses with advantage ; a few more may
occasionally read them to profit; but the majority
will do better to go no further in this direction than
to read a specially prepared paragraph now and
again, which it is conceived may, if openly and
carefully done, contribute much to the restfulness of
the discourse, to the checking of a too great
impetuosity of delivery, to the relief of the hearer,
and to the enhanced effect of the resumed spontaneity
of utterance. The crowning consideration which
strongly makes for evincing the immense value of
extempore address, aiises from an estimate of the
comparative time taken in writing out a discoiu’se.
If, by acquiring the power of extempore public
F 2
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speaking, that time can be saved and devoted, say,
to more thorough Bible study, what a command of
the Holy Scriptures may not that economy of time
in a few years secure!

4. As to his voice. The most careful prepara-
tion in the world may fail for want of voice, or
may miscany through serious misuse of the vocal
powers. It is perfectly ti'ue that interesting and
valuable public addresses may exert a mighty in-
fluence in spite of defects in the instrument of
communication. But, on the other hand, many a
hearer may be retained (in the open aii), and drawn
indoors to yield a willing ear up to the end of the
discourse by the spell of a good voice well used.
There must at least be no serious failure of voice, if
the Gospel is to be publicly proclaimed with success.
Hence the following very elementary observations
may not be out of place.

The first thing needing attention is that the voice
should be suitably pitched, and projected well forth
into the building in which the audience is gathered.
Every word from the outset should be distinctly
audible by all present except the deaf. Subject to
this urgent condition, however, the pitch should be
rather below than above the medium of the vocal
compass which is at the speaker’s command, so
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that the voice can either rise or fall at will and
gather force as it proceeds (a). The second desirable
thing is that the speaker should hold back a suffi-
cient reserve of vocal strength until he is nearing
the end; since nothing is more undesirable than
that an audience, already—without implying blame
anywhere—a little wearied with listening, should—
by the perception that the speaker is getting ex-
hausted—"Ye incontinently tempted to wish the
preacher were done. Many a battle is lost, not
only through failure of ammunition, but through
the weariness but for which the final assault might
have been victorious. The third requisite is that
the voice should be naturally used, for then there is
sure to be some music in it; the conversational
passages being expressed with a little more dignity
than is needed in private talk; and the more
declamatory portions, however vigorously delivered,
never for a moment raising an apprehension in the
audience that the speaker is losing his self-control (6).

(«) “Itis wonderful how dliBcult a speaker finds it to lower the
main key on which he has fairly started. He may become aware
of it in three minutes, and make repeated efforts to correct the
mistake, but in most cases he will fail. . . . The great matter is
to avoid beginning wrong.”—”Broadus, “ Preparation and Deliveiy
of Sermons,” p. 492.

(V) " The voice should very rarely go to its highest pitch, or to
its follest volume ; there ought to be always a reserve force, unless
it be in some moment of the most exalted passion. Xiong passages
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In restmut there is power. As Phillips Brooks
savs in a slightly different connection: “ Let the
truth go out as the shot goes, carrying the force of
the gun with it, but leaving the gun behind” (a).
Lastly, all sustained shouting, all harsh rasping, all
startling explosions of sound should be religiously
avoided as beneath the dignity of the claims we
plead and as certain to cause annoyance and resent*
ment in the minds of those whom we are anxious
to win.

The following homely rhymes from Dr. Stalker’s
“ The Preacher and his Models ” may be of service,
ifjudiciously applied—

‘ Begin low;

rroceed slow;

Kiso hiKhecr;

Tnko fire;

When most impressed
Be sclf-possossetl;

To spirit add form ;
Sit down in a storm."

Suh-scction 8.— circumstances in the Dbhyert

OP THE M essage.

What Ae desire here to secure is just a glance
at those accessories of time, place, arrangement of

of bjtwlinjr, rolieved only by occflsional bursts into ft harrowing
soroam, nro in every sense hurtful to nil concerned.”—Bro."idus,
“ I'reiwration and Delivery of Sermons," p, 493.

00 A 10
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service, singing, and so forth, which ma}’ go far to
make or mar the success of the ablest and most
thoroughly prepared preachers.

Evangelising Arrangements.

1. Elasticity. Our Lord and His Disciples
preached anywhere; and so may we. The}* em-
braced occasions as they arose, and so may we.
They largely used the surprise element, breaking
in where least expected, improving a passing
incident, and the like, and we might employ that
element more frequently thtm we do. But we must
have the men that can do it; and they must have
their message ready. | believe that a sense of
pious duty to undertake outdoor work, largely
needs replacing by the conscious possession of a
burning message, impelling to delivery.

2. Adaptability. There is, if | mistake not, too
great a propensity on the part of reli“ous people to
go out into the open to hold a service to their own
satisfaction, instead of subordinating their move-
ments to the one purpose of reaching the indifferent.
In the open-air, people are absolutely free to come
and go as they please. Song is attractive; butiftoo
much time be devoted to it, there will hare come
and gone individuals and little groups ofindividuals
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who may, in the aggi‘egate, have amounted to scores
or hundreds to whom no express word has been
spoken. Besides, many passers-by can stay five
minutes who cannot stay longer. It is infinitely
desirable that something pointed and complete in
itself should be said while they wait, which is
adapted to grip. | once knew a clever, zealous
Christian man who could tell where to find crowds;
and who was accustomed to adventure among them
alone, armed with nothing but tracts and half-a-
dozen distinct little discourses on his fingers’ ends
of about five minutes’ length each in delivery;
having spoken one of these, he gave away his
tracts, which, being distinctive, were received with
avidity; passed on to another point, delivered
another short speech, scattered more tracts; and so
on. He was no orator; but | can be sure that
every one of his discourses had in it power to bite.
That example, modified, gives us an ideal for out-
door preaching. Let your ablest men undertake
the task. Let there be no singing unless it can be
maintained efficiently. Let opportunities for speech
be detected with eagle-eye by those in control. If
you have a speaker able to hold a crowd—subject to
that freedom of departure spoken of above—let him
take tlie hint to roll four or five short sermons into
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one, 80 that each group and each individual leaving
Bhall have heard something to carry away (ft).

After aU, it is indoors that our countrymen
prefer to hear weighty discoui'ses, whether on
scientific, political or religious subjects. Here,
again, adaptation must rule—"freedom of ingress
and egress; with not the slightest compulsion to
pay; good singing, held in resolute subordination
to the evangelising end in view. The effective
reading of suitable short selections from the Bible,
and the offering of brief pi'ayer, may also be m’'ged;
and be coupled with the suggestion that, if
“helpers” are called upon to conduct the pre-
liminary service, the best helpers should be pre-
ferred, and should be prepared for the acceptable
execution of their part; and that, when young
assistants are permitted to discharge these impor-
tant duties, they should deem it an honour, and
seek to acquit themselves not merely with credit
but so as really though unostentatiously to fiuther

(o) Bince writing the above | have been delighted to find the
same thought thua expressed by 0. H. Spurgeon  “To dweU long
on a point will never do. Eeasoning must be brief, clear, and
soon done with. The discourse must not be laboured or involved
neithtt must the second head depend on the first, for the audience
18 a changing one, and each point must be complete in itself. The
Cham of thought must be taken to pieces, and each link melted

down and turned into buUets.»-« Lectures to my Students.”
Second Series, 1893, p. 89.
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the great purpose of tlie address that is to follow.
Something may be said in favour of a preference
that one voice—one personality—should be before
the audience from beginning to end. Where there
is no law there is no transgression.

8. Plurality. Undoubtedly, in the du-ect work
of delivering evangelistic discoui’ses, there is much
to be said iu favour of a larger following our Lord’s
own example of sending forth “ two and two.” The
advantages are obvious; but there aie some draw-
backs. A generation ago it was a living tradition
how admirably Cobden and Bright wrought together
in their Anti-Corn-Law campaign; Cobden with
his calm and lucid expositions of political principles;
followed by the impassioned John Bright. But
the call for agi’eement between two men thus
labouring, in the evangelistic field, is sufficiently
urgent, and, in theology, the realisation of it is
sufficiently imperfect and rare, that, unless the part
taken by the two is quite diverse as in the cases of
Moody and Sankey, Torrey and Alexander, the
advantages of such close co-operation are not so
easily and generally obtainable as one could wish (3).
Perhaps, after all, this difficulty is inherent in
the solemnity of the issues involved, and in the

(a) See ante, Chap. I1. 6, p. 34.
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tendency on the pai-t of lieai-ers themselves to he
exacting as to the precise cast of tlieologica ou -
look on the pai-t of those who are to lead them to
salvation. The whole question deserves very
Serious consideration; but pending its solution
there is some fitness in considering the legitimate
play of the principle of fixity that yet claims atten-
tion in the adjustment of pastoral and evangelistic
ministries.

4. Fixity. How far can we concede the principle
of fixity in favour of the ministry, iu one place, of
one man? | am prepared to concede to it every-
thing but principle. Provided a plural eldership
and mutual ministry according to gift be con-
served for the church, as a church, there is no
length to which | am not prepared to go in obedience
to the divinely approved impulse to become “ all
things to all men” for the sake of “ saving some.”
By all means let those preachers who can draw
crowds do so, provided they teach what is divinely
bidden, and aim to make men of us and not bold us
in pupilage all our lives. Subject to the same
principle, where on a smaller scale the continuous
labours of one preacher are more likely to lead men
to Christ than the interposing of several, by all
means let us meet the pubKc in the. Hne of their
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own preferences, and let one voice hold them until
they have made the great decision. A higher voice
than man’s will thenceforth control their lives.

5. Comhination.  So far, | have not felt the need
of raismg the question of the combining of churches
for the puiose of sending out evangeUsts.  In itself,
the problem is not difficult. \Where one congrega-
tion is not able to sustain an evangelist or missionary
in a new field, home or foreign, there appears to be
no law against two or more congregations uniting
to do what one could not do alone. And if two
assemblies may so unite, | know of no reason why
two hundred should not; and so evangelistic or
missionary societies be formed. That there is no
formal authority in the New Testament authorising
and controlling such missionary combinations is
evident. Outside individual congregations like that
at Antioch, we have no pattern to folow. The
one central authority we do discover is that of the
Apostle Paul himself, who was evidently the centi®e
and soul of ceaseless movements of an evangelistic
kind. Even he does not appear to have wielded
despotic authority. He seems to have had about
him a band of willing helpers over whom his influ-
ence was so great that he could almost send them
to and withdraw them from given points at his
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pleasure. But it was a thing of gradation, as we
see from the measure of independence asserted by
Apollos, whose desire was not at all to go to Corinth
when Paul not merely wished hut strongly urged
him (a). Ofcourse, such personal authority dies with
the man who wields it. If any single man can exert
a similar influence now, there seems to he no valid
reason why he should not. No man can legitimately
claim more authority or exert more influence than
God has given him. But, cleaily, in all voluntary
movements, all just rights should be respected.
The individual who submits to dictation has himself
to blame. The congregation which submits to
coercion acts a treasonable part towards its only
Lord and Head. AIll despotic centres of control
al'e to be deprecated as in contravention of the
essential willinghood with which Christ inspires

and endows His people.

(a) 1 Cor. xvi. 12.



CHAPTEE IV.

The Ultuiatb Design of the Ministrt of the

W ord.

Bbforh closing this discussion it is important to
confront the question, “What is the Ultimate Design
of the Present Ministry of the Word?” We have
seen its immediate purposes to ‘be; To publish,
apply and perpetuate the Faith of Christ, so as to
convert sinners and to perfect saints; in other words,
to win to the faith and to build up therein. But
what may we expect to be the issue of all this?
Is it the Completion of the Church, or the Conver-
sion of the World ?

The wi'iter of these pages has long been convinced
that the former, and not the latter, is the correct
reply. But the question should be clearly under-
stood, and the answer be a little expanded. The
question should include the element of time, and
run thus : “ What, during the present dispensation,
IS the great end of the Ministry ofthe Word?” And
the answer should very thoughtfully and lovingly
embrace the world, so far as this: *That the end
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of this ministry is so to Evangelise the World as to
Complete the Church.” Not that the world is then
to he simply given over to the evil one; but rather
to come up for judgment. Not that the individuals
of the world are meantime left to do as they please
about receiving the Gospel. On the contrary,
momentous results must needs follow their attitude
towards the Word ministered, some of which may
only be realised in the Great Hereafter. We are only
speaking of the present realised results, when we
say that the designed end of the present preaching
of the Gospel is to Complete the Church as the
Body of the Christ.

This statement, thus guarded, harmonises with
the urgency of the work of evangelisation which
has been earnestly maintained throughout the fore-
going pages. Tlie world has to he evangelised even
though it he not converted. Disciples have to be
made along or throughout all the nations; for so,
with the late Charles Stovel, the present writer
understands the Master’s great commission as pre-
served in Matthew xxviii. “The Gospel of the
kingdom” has to be “proclaimed in all the in-
habited earth for a witness unto all the nations,
and then will have come the end” (of the Lord’s
absence and delay to set up His promised
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kingdom) (a); and it is devoutly to be wished that
all missionaries at home and abroad may feel the
burden of this prediction to be so weighty as to
forbid that the witness to the coming kingdom
should be merely concealed and implied in what is
sometimes distinctively called “the Gospel of God’s
gi-ace” It is aU of grace, and the witness has to
be borne; and therefore—ceaseless, boundless
evangelisation is as lu'gent as the need of the
earth for her Eeturning Lord can make it.
Meantime, God is “ visiting the nations to take out
of them a people for his name ”; and the Ministry
of the Word is the great agency for doing the
work. The “gi-eat agency”; but Divine Providence
leads the way, and the ministry of temporalities
finds large place. Open doors have to be sought;
men to enter them to be found; ships, camels and
railways to be engaged; languages to be learned;
translations to be made; books and tracts to be
printed and put into circulation; and witnessing
assemblies in all the world to be planted. So that
it is manifest that, for a work so various and exten-
sive, all kinds of ministrations, temporal as well
as spiritual, do find ample scope. "With financial
means, with prayers, with trained and devoted sons

(@) Matt. xxiv. 14.
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and daughters—all can help. The entire growing
Body of the Messiah can in a thousand waj's contri-
bute to its own increase : until its Head is content
—having won this priceless acquisition out of the
present evil age—to go forward into the next dispen-
sation ; which, in turn, will move mightily forward
towards filling all things witli the fulness of God.

The reader who has thus far sympathetically
followed our reply to the question, “ To what end
this ministry of the word?” will scarcely be sur-
prised to find that the writer desires to conclude
his book with a brief “ study ” of a passage in the
Epistles which more comprehensively than any
other in the Bible brings all ministries into unison.
He refers to Ephesians iv. 1—16, which, as the
crown of all New Testament teaching on Ministry, he
ventures to set out in fuU, in the most accurate and
adequate form his hand can attain; with the request
that it receive serious and prayerful attention.

Thb Obown of Njffw Testament Tkaohing on M inistbht
(Epb. iv. 1-16) (a).

11 exhort you, therefore,

I1I' the prisoner of the Lord||,
To walk lin a manner worthy I of the calling wherewith ye were
called;—

3  With all lowliness and meekness.
With longsuffering,
Bearing with one another in love,

_(a?_ A Bcction -wliich ringa -with the prodnmation of the supreme Chriatian
Tinitics.”—Hort, “ Ecclcsia,” p. 161.

oM. O
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> Giving diligence to keep—
Tiio oneness of the Spirit in the uniting-bond of peace,—
* One' body and one' spirit, even os ye wore called in one
hope of your calling,
# One' Lord, one’ faith, one’" immersion,
® One'God and Father of all—
Who is over' oil. ond through' all. and in* all.
<To each one of you> however, hath fovour been given.
According to the measure of the free gift of the Christ);
. Wherefore he saith—
<Asccnding on high> he led captivity captive”
And gave gifts unto men,
9 Now this. Heascended; whatis it.—save—
That ho also dcscended into the under-parts of the earth T
jHe tlmt descended! lllidl k>is who ascended over-above all
the heavens,
That he might fill all things.
And lihell gave—
Some, indeed, to be apostles,
And some, prophets,
And some, evangelists.
And some, shepherds and teachers,—
With a view to the fitting of the saints
For work of ministering,
For upbuilding the body of the Christ;
Until wo all advance—
Into the oneness of the faith, and the personal knowledge of
the Son of God,
Into a man of full-growth,
Into the measure of the stature of the fulness of the Christ;
That we may Ino longer | be infants—
Billow-tossed and shifted round with every wind of teaching,—
In the craft of men.
In knavery suited to the artifice of error;
“  But llpursuing truth||—
May lin love | grow into him in all things,—
Who is the head, [ Christ||,—
w  Cubofwhomall' the body—
Fitly framing itself together.
And connecting itself,
Tlirough means of every" joint of supply,
By way of energising in the measure of each single part—
Securoth the growing of the body
Unto an upbuilding of itself in love.
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1.—Tim passage is an Exhortation.

It may be startling to call this extraordinary
passage an “ Exhortation.” Yet that is exactly
what it is, in both form and substance. It is, of
course, an exhortation sustained by teaching—
teaching which rises to the most lofty idealism; but
its hortatory purpose is maintained throughout. Its
first word is “ | exhort ” (jparakalo) ; its last word is
“love.” Its driftis duty (a). It will be helpful to
remember this leading characteristic of the passage;
for thereby we shall be restrained from hardening
any part of it into a creed. We shall, for instance,
find within it an outline of existing unity; but that
outline was not primarily intended to furnish an
authoritative delimitation of the essentials of
unity; as much as to say: “ Unless you possess
all these characteristics of oneness, you are in no
sense one.” The initial word is not “ | certify ” or
“1 warn,” but “ I exhort.” To bear this in mind
will also prevent the reader from getting entangled
in the details of application. For example: we are

(@ "The great passage which gathers up seven unities of
Christian faith and religion is but accessory to the exhortation to
‘give diligence to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of
peace’; in other words, to maintain earnestly the moral and
spiritual basis of true Church membership.""—Hort, “ Ecclesia,"
p. 283.

az
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here woihed against continuance in spiritual baby-

hood ; and our first impulse is dutifully to apply
the caution to ourselves individually. That is
-well; but it is not well, if we infer therefrom that

the “ manhood” immediately before mentioned is

mere individual manhood. Eeading up to that

point, properly, from what has gone before, will
place us at a much higher altitude; it will lead us
to the conclusion that it is the manhood of the whole
body of Christ, and therefore corporate maturity,
chui’cli growth unto church completion, that governs
this pai-t of the passage. This large conception
being well grasped, it will be easily realised that it
IS just because the corporate body of the whole
church is necessarily composed of individuals, that
the moulding spirit of the whole becomes the
moulding spirit of each; and so the fact that the
spirit of the whole is one of manhood becomes an
appropriate and potent argument against every
species of infantile weakness. The ideal is in
close touch with the real throughout: what the
ultimate body will be, each local body should aim
to be J and what the local body aims to be, should
be the aspiration of every individual composing it.
Yet not in isolation can the individual become
mature; for note how the argument of the apostle
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finally and decisively returns to the “ body,” “ all”
the “ body,” all the body whose head is Christ.

2.—The Exhortation is Ideally enforced.

We have already caught a glimpse of this fact;
but we shall do well to pause on it for a few
moments before coming to closer exposition, as
thereby a right standpoint for con*ect interpreta-
tion wUl be more likely to be assured. The circum-
stance that this Exhortation finds place in a Circular
Letter is itself congenial to the comprehensiveness
of its contents and their applicability to the whole
church in its entirety, as a spiritual community
destined to attain completeness and to be adjusted
to unique service in “the ages to come”(a). . Its
central position in the Letter well suits the strength
of motive-power with which it is introduced, and
the prolonged summons to duty in all its practical
ramifications by which it is followed up. The
pathetic second reference to the writer’s impri-
sonment with which the Exhortation is actually
commenced, urges attention to its appeal upon the
roused finer feelings of its readers ; for how could
Christian men turn a deaf ear to such a writer’s
summons to a worthy walk? The conduct which

@ Cp. ch. ii. 7 ; iii. 10,11,
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the Exhortation begins by enjoining is the most
beautiful in temper and aim that can be conceived.
The initial unity which it hastens to commend to
scrupulous preservation is a  unity of spirit”
which glorifies all the forms by which it is to be
guarded. This central unity immediately radiates
into the seven detailed unities of which it is com-
posed, not one of which can be withdrawn without
fundamental and irreparable loss. These seven
unities, ideally complete in number, though at first
sight they seem to be rather immethodically intro-
duced, are speedily seen to resolve tliemaelves into
an order most exquisite. For although, when his-
torically viewed, it might have seemed that the
“ one hope ” should have been mentioned first, as
the winsome and arresting note of which a man
hears “in the word of the truth of the gospel” (a),
and by the mighty spell of which he is “ saved ” (6),
yet fi-om another point of view its position as third
in the series is perfectly correct. For, to the
approaching observer, the “body” is that which
first arrests attention; and then the “ spirit”
which animates the “ body”; and, thirdly, the
“hope ” which moulds the “spirit.” Presently
the same studious observer is instructed that the
(@ Caol. i.B. (& Horn, viii, 2i.
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**pody” which has such a “ spirit” on fire with
such a **hope ” is only a “ body "—"whose head is
in heaven, its one only “ Lord ” risen and ascended.
Concerning this “ one Lord,” the learner discovers
what is the “ one faith,” in its simplicity and dis-
tinctiveness, namely, that Jesus of Nazai®eth is the
Christ, the Son of the living God. Confession of
this **faith ” naturally leads to the next and most
decisive step, even acceptance of the one immer-
sion,” which is distinctive both in act and intent,
and stands alone in contradistinction from all
merely ablutionary immersions, and from all
modified applications of the symbolic element of
water ; distinctive, not only because its implied
twofold movement of immersion and emersion are
elevated into impressive symbols of the burial and
resuiTection of the Lord Christ (a), but also because,
being by Divine authority specifically accepted with
a view to the remission of sins (6), it naturally and
necessarily becomes an assurance of the same, and
thus constitutes “ one immersion ” all the world over,
speaking one language to the eyes of men, however
widely their Babel tongues may differ. No wonder
that, when this point is reached, the apostle should
have felt moved at once to throw himself and his

{a) Rom. vi. 3 j Col. ii. 13. (J) Actsii. 38,
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enumeration into the arms of the one God and
Father of all, not hastily, but with such delibera-
tion as to permit him to idealise the Father’s own
relations to his children as threefold, namely,
“over” all and “through” all and in” all
Truly this is idealism triumphant: yet not the
close of it; for the sweep of this sevenfold unity
having been sketched in this wonderfully complete
manner, the next movement of thought is to rise
through the lavish bestowment of gifts by the Head
of this unique Body upon its members up to a
special idealisation of the present position of the
Head Himself. Having descended lower than the
surface of the earth, even into Hades, taking posses-
sion of the world of the dead, He then ascends
higher than the highest heavens; and it is in
celebration of the attainment of that dignity that
He grants tlie priceless gifts unto men, which, are
then enumerated in a fourfold ideal perfection, as
Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, and Shepherds and
Teachers. Here, as will be perceived, the writer
proceeds from the highest dignity to the lowest,
and at the same time from the less abiding
ministry to the more abiding; seeing that, when
Apostles are gone, Prophets, Evangelists, and Shep-
herds and Teachers may remain; when Prophets also
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disappear, still Evangelists may plant new churches
and Shepherds and Teachers be needed to train
them; and, finally, when Evangelists pass on to the
regions beyond, the Shepherds and Teachers must
needs continue at their posts watching over their
flocks. AH, in fact, is well ordered and complete,
until at length we reach the contemplation of the
well-nurtured Body itself of the ascended Lord. In
this Body it is at once seen there can be no dead or
atrophied members, but every one is viewed as receiv-
ing and passing on the life-stream from its Head; the
administered gi‘ace being mutually carried forward to
its consummation: the preparedness of the Christ-
and-his-Church Community for its destined activity in
the age to come. It is by patient observation of all
this lofty idealism, that everything is seen falling
into its fitting place ; and, in particular, that Unity
is discovered taking the head, and Ministry follow-
ing as subserving it. Yes ! Unity is ideally sub-
served by Ministry; that is the true relation between
them—of which let us make quite sure, and then a
more rapid progress will reward us.

3.— The Bubden of the Exhoi'tation is Unity.

This becomes clear beyond question as soon as we
more closely examine the paragraph. We areexhorted
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to keep the unity already possessed; and then, later
cp, to strive after a yet higher ideal. The unity
already possessed is displayed in verses three to six;
and the higher ideal is summarised in verse thii-teen.

Some readers stumble at the outset by resolving
“ the unity of the Spirit” into mere unity of senti-
ment, not observing that, “ unity” being “ oneness,”
“the oneness of the Spirit” is by the apostle
himself immediately declared to consist of the
seven “ones”: “one body, one spirit, one hope,
one Lord, one faith, one immersion, one God and
Father of all.” Where these are preserved—the
apostle teaches us—there “ the unity of the Spirit ”
is preserved: where any of these is lost, “ the unity
of the Spirit” is broken. To preserve it unbroken
is the burden of the writer’s exhortation.

In point of fact, however, that unity has been
broken for centuries—as anyone may see. The
“ one body ” is not to be found; the “ one spirit”
has been lamentably torn and enfeebled; the “ one
hope ” has been dimmed and rendered uncertain,
so that scarcely two expositors interpret it alike;
and the “ one faith” has been resolved into a
complex system by some, and variously particu-
larised by others; while as for the “ one immer-
sion,” it has been nearly abandoned in Western
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Christendom, and in Eastern Christendom been
changed into an essentially different rite.

But suppose for a moment the broken unity were
restored, what, according to the apostle, would be
the next duty ? Plainly, to keep it. To this end,
all lowliness, meekness, long suffering and forbear-
ance would be needed j and that, partly because of
the very diversity of the gifts of Christ to His
people. These are at once the danger and hope of
the Church : the danger, as apt to foster rivalries;
the hope, as designed to promote unity. On this
brighter side lot us for a little dwell.

Christ’s gift to His people of special ministries is
designed to promote self-help; self-help to foster
mutual growth; and mutual growth to consummate
the closer unity of mature corporate life.

The initial unity of verses three to six cannot be
preserved, in the manner and by the cultivation of
the gi‘aces enjoined, without promoting the higher
unity of verse thirteen. For by the very exercise
of the vu-tues named, our oneness is necessarily
intensified: we come to know Christ more perfectly;
we gain in numbers, in knowledge, and in grace.
And so the whole body of Christ, growing in stature,
Is better fitted for His ultimate purpose; is more and
more able to receive and communicate His fulness.
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i'\iis glance at the twofold aspect of unity here
set forth by the apostle reveals the pain and peril of
the present situation.

The initial apostolic unity is broken: ought it
not by all means to be restored ? Yet who will
heaiken to us if we faithfully plead forit? W hose
ears will not be closed the moment we name the
**one immersion ”— even though, almost without
exception, that is admitted to be merely a faithful
translation of the apostolic word ? And how is it
likely that the “one faith” wiU be simply and
strongly enunciated, until it is once more welcomed
from the lips of all candidates for baptism ? And
the one initial and inspiring hope— how cii’cum -
scribed and selfish it appears, until the Beturn of the
Lord is held to be essential to it, and itselfisregarded
as introductory to His long-promised Kingdom.

The higher ideal of imity to which the apostle so
strongly ui'ged his brethi’en to press forward, does
indeed utter a trumpet call to “ advance,*” but the
louder the note the more are we embarrassed by its
summons. For the terms of it are, “ Until we all
advance,” and the question comes. Who are the
“all ? May those be included who have violated
the one immersion ” ? Is it rational to count

upon the attainment of the higher ideal of unity
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until the initial unity of apostolic times is made
good ? Of what use is it for professed leaders of
unity to cry *One Lord, one faith, one baptism,”

when by this third term they intend divergent and

even opposite things? How is it that so many of

those who would heal the wounds of Christendom
slightly, fail to realise how stm’dy and enlightened
are the consciences of those whose protesting voices
they can never hope to silence? Let them restore
the **one immersion,” which is not a thing of
degree, but a positive Chi-istian institution of clear,
ascertainable form, and most gracious substance.
We shall then be able all the better to compare
their *'hope ** with ours, to ascertain whether it is
sufficiently comprehensive to afford us the satisfac-
tion of a uniting fellowship therein, or whether it is
a mere phantom hope, scarcely if at all based on the
promises of God, We shall also be the better able to
compare their **faith” with om?’, to discover whether
It possesses the piime requisite of simplicity, fitting
it to form “ the good confession” uttered by the
-;™;jaiouth of barbarians as well as Greeks, unwise as
»rell as wise, when they apply for baptism. By the
we have advanced so far, it may well and happily
ANrne aboutthatagood manyseparate “bodies” may,
jkindred drops, have been mingled into one !
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This presentation of the case, as it appeals to the
judgment of many immersed believers, causes keen
regret, not because of any misgiving as to its
legitimacy, but because we know how unwelcome
it will be to many whom we love.

If, indeed, the seven elementary unities of this
great apostolic exhortation had been delivered as a
hard-and-fast creed for all time, then our dut}*would
have been clear, however painful might have been
the irreconcilable attitude which it would have
enjoined on us. A short and sharp utterance of
“No surrender” would have been incumbent upon
us. But we have not so learned Christ. We dare
not sacrifice the spirit to the letter. Having
wittingly stai-ted on this exposition by reminding
ourselves that what here offers itself for our gui-
dance is an “ Exhortation "—not a Creed—we feel
compelled to ask, “ What is the spirit of the exhor-
tation? What is the great principle involved in it ?”
Is it not manifestly this, Keep the unity you have,
and reach forth to higher ?”* Applj'ing this to our
sadly altered circumstances, what line of duty does
this principle mark out for us? Does it not say,
“ Tenderly, scrupulously preserve the unity which
remains, however broken it is, however demonstrably
some items in the elementary apostolic unity have
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been lost, and seek to advance, starting from where

InL t dogmatise. We cannot witli authority

declare precisely what path towards re-umon we
ought to talie. To do that, we should require a
recovery of the lost gift of prophesying, which is
the same thing as to say we should requii-e a direct
revelation from God, expressly adapted to meet the
difficulties of tlie problem.

Pending or failing such restoration of the pro-
phetic gift, we must do our best to approximate to
the will of our Head. And in asking what He
would have us do in the emergency, we feel justified
in asking a question which some may deem pre-
sumptuous— What is our Lord BDqviselp doing ?
What is His attitude towards those who have
departed from the elementary unity of His body ?
In no supercilious spirit do we propoimd this
inquiry. We are willing humbly to assume the
possibility that—although we are unconscious of it
—we ourselves may have done something to violate
the unity or perpetuate the divisions of His church.
Still, we feel bound to press it as at once a vital
and practical question—What may we ventux’e to
beheve is our Lord’s own attitude to His divided
followers? Judging—not, perhaps, as the world
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judges, but—under the best liglit He has given us,
our conclusion is this: That while He reproves its
for our divisions, at the same time He pities us,
hioiuing what a heritage of confusion and hewilder-
ment we have received from past generations; and
that, although He could do much letter for us and
with us if we were united, yet does He not hy any
means deny us His presence in the outworking of His
providence and the inworldng of His Spirit. "We
therefore conclude that He will be best pleased if
we feel and act as bretheen towards those who
have, in our eyes, most egregiously departed from
His will as we understand it, provided always we
can beHeve in their sincerity and in the spiritual
presence of our Lord in their midst.

Hence it is with them, and not without them, that
we desire to respond to our Master’s call to
“ advance.”

T\e clearly see that our Christ requires that His
body, the church,” should be a full-grown Man;
and therefore we can no more think that any little
body  will suffice Him than that He will accept of
“many bodies” instead of *“ one.”

In no case, however, have we lost faith in Him.
We know that He is able, among all bodies, to
discover them who are His. Out of the Eeal He
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host; how to demonstrate to the wondering eyes of
the world that His Father had never for a single
generation failed to make all those “ one” who
trul} believed in Him ; how to show that the reality
of the uniting process had never proved ineflfective,
and that it was onl}’ the manifestation of it which
had lingered. All this, as an alternative possibility,
we do most steadfastly believe.

But further we cannot go. We cannot be sure
but that our Lord intends to take another course in
order to fulfil His word and glorify His Father :
intends to delay His Heturn until we are ready for
it, to wait until we have overcome our divisions.
And, therefore, surely we had better keep our eye
steadiilj'* fixed on duty and remember that His word
here is: “Be One! Advance! Keep what you
have I Seek more!”

4.—r/ie Means of Unity is Ministby.

This is deeply ingrained into the entire

tion. Christ, the Head, ministers to HiS m
QM ®
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to make them one with Himselfand with each other.
The special official members are given to serve their
brethren—of course to the promotion of the same
end. The miofficial members minister one to
another, ever drawing nearer to each other in the
degree to which they get nearer their one Lord.
And so, ultimately, the whole body secures its own
imiting growth: “ Unto an upbuilding of itself in
love.”

Without for a moment losing its subservient
position in the Church, ministry penetrates this
whole paragraph. It is implied, though not named,
in the first verse; for, if those addressed had been
“ called,” then someone must have called themj
and the act of calling was ministry. The result of
ministry is seen in the fourth verse; for it was the
ministering ofthe “ call,” which formed the *body ”
and led to its being animated with the same

Spirit ”; *Even as ye were called in one hope of
yom* calling.” The “ hope ” is enshrined in the
“call ”; and the *<call ” initiates the * body ” and
moulds the “ spirit ” which is to animate it. Weaken
the “ hope,” therefore, and you weaken the “ call ”;
weaken the “call” and you weaken the * body”
and the “ Spuit” has less truth at service with
which to work. Hence are manifest the honour
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and responsibility of those who minister the call.
Again: the special ministries of verse eleven serve
to equip the saints for the mutual ministering of
verse twelve. Mutual ministering conduces to the
closest interdependence between all the members.
Need and supply, acting and re-acting, possess an
inherent force to knit the individuals forming the cor-
porate body into a living whole; for the need of some
evokes the compassion of others, and the supply by
some of the need of others calls forth gratitude from
the assisted ones and sympathetic praise from all.
This function of ministry of all grades to promote
imity throughout the whole body of Christ, is as
searching and suggestive as it is undeniable.
Because this is the function of ministry, it follows
that all ministries of every grade should be true
to this high design. In fact, it would be scarcely
wrong to generalise by afi&mingthat when divisions
are rife ministers are mostly to blame ; and on the
other hand, under ordinary circumstances, ministers
can do more than others to restore unity. Ofcourse,
it is not always thus. Healing ministries are often
blessedly successful in composing differences and
healing incipient divisions. On the other hand, if
ministers are not on the alert to read the signs of

the times, and fail to rise to the moral grandeur of
H 2
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the self-denying work of lowering party-walls, they
must not be surprised if the flocks under their care
grow impatient of the narrow penfolds in which they
have been too long held, and incontinently seek
wider pastures.

But progress, in order to be well-assured, must
be well-considered. There must be no daubing
with untempered mortar : no violation of pure
consciences. “ To spealc the truth in love” being
the approved method of progress, the real problem
is how to keep love aflame while the needed truth is
being spoken; for we need the faithful manifesta-
tion of the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth; and it is confessedly no easy thing to
utter unwelcome tiuth with perfect freedom from
asperity and imcharitableness; how much more
difiicult a thing to hear it patiently when it smites
ourselves! In point of fact, we cannot bear it all
at once: our guides on the way of return to imity
will need often to turn round and “ change their
voice ” towards us, praising and blaming with wise
alternation. And some teachers, whom the Lord
has made strong to bear the brunt of the battle,
may have to incur heaviest reproach for saying the
most needed things as soon as ever the right time
comes for giving them utterance.
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Let us, however, meantime keep well in view the
ideals of uniting ministries. If we have erred in
the past, let us do so no more. Can the following
pointed observations be gainsaid? The aim of all
evangelists (missionaries, home and foreign) should
be to make Christians, neither more nor less: not
partisans, not men “true to our principles,” as
they say. We have no right to any principles other
than purely Christian principles; and as soon as
the need is felt to call them distinctively ours,”
then, the probability is, sectarian influences are
ah-eady at work. The same holds good of shepherds
and teachers: their one aim should be to nurse and
equip men to be simply Christians, not sectaries,
not party-men.

It is to be feared that not a few ministers are
guilty of keeping up party-walls—of training sec-
tarian consciences; and that in many cases the people
love to have it so. It would be an unwelcome task
to specify the party shibboleths that are household
words in nearly all religious circles; and the
attempt to allocate them might be unjust in detalil,
and so do more harm than good.

The great need is an awakened conscience, and a
passion to exorcise the spirit of partyism. To this
end sacrifices must be made, and the conviction be
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deeply lodged that, only in proportion as unity is
cherished as an object worth suffering for, can
ministers be absolutely trusted so to sink themselves
as always to promote unity, and not division:
always to seek the maturing of their brethren, and
never to encourage their continuance in helplessness
and dependence.

5.—The Design of Special Ministries IS t0 secure

Universal Ministration.

Tliis is so clear in the Greek that the wonder is
how any ti‘anslators can have missed it. The result
Is secured by several devices in the original.  First
by the change of preposition from pros, * with a
view to,” to eis, “for.” The previous special
ministers have been given by Christ “ with a view
to ” the fitting of the saints “ for” ministering
work; “for” upbuilding the body of the Christ.
Second, by the use of a special word for perfecting;
which, not being a term to signify absolute perfec-
tion, but fitness for an end (as the mending of nets,
not to make them in every sense perfect, but to
adapt them to catch fish), the thought runs plainly
and secm-ely on; Special ministries have been given
by Christ, “with a view to the adapting Of the
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saints "—* adapting ” of the saints for what ? The
very word “ adapting” raises expectation of some-
thing to follow, stating design ; and so, without so
much as an obstructive comma to bar the way, a
changed preposition picks up the special thread that
we may be told at once what the saints are to be
“ adapted ” for, or fitted to do; “ With a view to
the adapting of the saints for ministering work.”
That is, “ the saints ” themselves, as an entire class,
are called on to do “ ministeiing work ”; and Christ
would “ fit” them to do it. Third, by dropping
the definite article from before both *“ work” and
“ministering”; so that, instead of being “ the
work of THE ministry,” it is simply “ work of
ministering ” or “ ministering work ”; that is, any
work of ministering, any work whereby one Chi‘istian
may serve another to his upbuilding in the faith.
To say here, in English, “ for the tne work of the
ministry ” is apt to mislead the unwary j and I am
glad to see that both the *“ Eevised” and the
“ Corrected” New Testaments do something to
obviate the wrong impression of officialism which,
IS made by the “ Authorised ” version, but which is
so thoroughly out of place at this point in the pas-
sage; and that both “Weymouth” and the
“ Twentieth CentmYy ” make it abundantly clear
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that, according to the true sense of the text, all
special ministers given by Christ are designed to
equip ALL HIS peopie tO serve one another to their
mutual upbuilding (a).

If the ultimate breadth of ministry here intended,
as bringing into service all gifts, aU endowments, aU
useful activities, is borne in mind, no confusion of
thought will enter. That all can minister is not to
say that all can teach or preach publicly: some can
scarcely teach at all, even privately; scarcely at all
set forth ideas in luminous words so as to instruct
others. And yet they can minister; can serve
others with gentle ministries of love and patience
and enterprise, which shall really strengthen their
brethren. Hence, when this passage tells us that
special ministers are designed to fit all saints for
ministering work, our minds very properly take in
the whole wide sweep of Christian service, for which
impulse and training are needed. To such impulse,
to such training, how can any bounds be set so long
as human needs continue? And where is the
ministration, of any kind, for which equipment is

{a) “Ministering is the one universal function of all ‘saints ’ all
individual members of the Church, the common element of all
functions.”—Hort, “ The Christian Ecclesia,” p. 285.

“Those more conspicuous functions were meant to train and
develop analogous functions of ministration, in each and all,”—
Ib. 162.

/m
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not desirable ? where the arduous service for which
treasured motive-power is not requii*ed? Along
lines such as these the thoughtful reader’s mind is
led until it distinctly perceives the cogency of the
argument: That the * guides” of an assembly
should guide their brethren into the innumerable
paths along which may be discovered those good
works which God has beforehand prepared for His
saints to wallc in (a).

All ministers should be self-renouncing, self-
forgetful.  Nevertheless, “ there is that scattereth
and yet increaseth ” ; and hence it must be needless
to add; That special ministers are never more
likely to be in request than when they resolutely
seek to render others independent of their aid. A
healthful ministry secures an active body, and an
active body is likely to be a growing body; and, the
more an assembly grows, the larger will be the
number of uninstructed and untrained members
who are brought under culture, the more anxious will
be the oversight-work which shepherds and teachers
will find to do; and the more numerous will be the
openings made for evangelistic operations.

(@ Eph. ii. 10.
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6.—All MiniStry IS dlgnlflEd by the D estiny of the
B ody Ministered to.

The destiny ofthe Church as the Body of Christ is
—to serve as the means by swhich its Head will fill
all things. This conception is so great as to be in
danger of being lost by its very greatness; and by
the want of a framework of dispensational truth
within which alone the words are likely to assume a
definite meaning. Given, however, an insight into
the Biblical development ofthe ages, and as a conse-
quence the foresight ofa dispensation to succeed this,
in which Bestored Israel shall come into her promis-
sory rights in the coming Elingdora of her Messiah j
given also, concurrently with this, a perception of the
peculiar calling ofthe Church asthe Corporate Body
of the Messiah, concerning which the ancient prophets
had nothing explicitto tell, the “sacred secret” of the
formation ofsuch a Body having been concealed from
those foregoing ages; then the exact place which
the glorified Church is intended, to fill becomes
apparent, and the destiny of the Church is invested
with a lustre all its own. And when that lustre
IS seen, the words become fraught with uttermost
significance as we go on to speak of the destiny
of the Church as being that of becoming the means
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whereby the Christ is waiting to fill all things—"yeal
all things in the coming Kingdom, aU things in the
NewHeavenandNewEarth. TheChurchmustneeds
be glorified before she can be fully equipped for this
amazing work; and her preservation from spiritual
intoxication consists in her resolutely observing this
condition of safetj’. Sheis not ruling over the world
yet: only learning, by lowly obedience, how to rule.
She is not glorifiedyet; only suifeiing, and learning
to suffer, that in due time she may be glorified in
immortal honour with her risen Lord. Therefore,
she does not confound herself with the Israelitish
nation, nor go to the Old Testament to steal away
promises which in their entirety do not belongto her;
though, no doubt, she may be pardoned for finding
there some faint adumbrations of her unique
future glory.

At the same time, though resolutely declining to
forestall her destiny by assumptions of present world-
power, yet her high calling penetrates her very
being, and her character—virgin though it be—"¥s
being moulded by her mighty hope. She is to
be used of her Lord, by-and-by, to fill all things
with a literalness of which she would not dare
dream but for her profound faith in the destiny
of her Lord Himself, who intends to bestow
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upon her the immeasurable honour of sharing it
mith Him.

And this discovery it is which—when we are pre-
pared for it—flashes itself upon us from a single line
in the splendid Exhortation before us, namely the last
line in the tenth verse, which sets before us the final
intent of Christ’s ascension—* That he might fill
all things.” For the sense runs on from this point
with a simple “And” of utmost significance.
“And”—that He may fill all things—that He may
have a corporate Body wherewitn to fill all things—
that He may have a Church, an elect and select
Assembly of glorified saints, by whose means He
may fill all things—* He gave some to be Apostles,”
and so on. That single “ And,” by implication,
attaches the Body to its Head in the fulfilment of the
great design. TO form that body IS the work of
all special ministers and all saintly ministrations.

And is it not enough ? Not enough, that every
soul that can now be saved may become a king and
priest in the coming ICingdom ! Not enough, that
eveiy convert may become part of the fulness where-
with the Son of God shall fill all things, and
show to oncoming ages what He meant by the
smpassing riches of Sis favour in graciousness

upon us |
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Not enough, when this hope shuts up no man’s
compassionsfrom the lost—turns back no missionary
from pagan lands—whispers to no preacher that he
makes too few converts to compensate for the labour
bestowed!

Not enough for you, ye shepherds and teachers, at
home and abroad, to watch for souls with such a
destiny before them as this!

BBADBDHY, AONEW, & CO. LD., PHINTERB, LONDON AWD TONBRIDQE.
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probably hear a good deal in the future,
as the attempt to interpret the Christian
world and the Christian spirit in terms of
the modem doctrine of evolution becomes
more developtd - '2'AMS/tctattr {Jtadin;
articU),

By the Rev.

“The Coming People,”
Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d.
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Th« religion of Mr Dole is attractiva
and commands respect. It is the ex-
ssion of a clear mind and a noble
rt. No one will read without comfort
the chapter entitled MettttntO MOH,
whatever his views may be in respect to
the future."—rA/ InUmaiUnal Journal

"*The book has merits of sagacity and
food sense that are not too common in
works of pious exposition, and should
find favour with many leaders."—Th*
Scittman.

" Thisbook li certainly one w hi” young
men will do well to read. The things that
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John Eambs, B.A.  With complete index.

1s. 6d. net. Postage 3d.
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are pure and lovely, and of good report,
are neld up with earnest impressiveness

and vigour of speech. , . . Will serve as a
moral tonic to tbosa who read."—W ttk't
Surety.

"There is a firesbness and originality
aboat this book which marks it as the
work of a man who has thouchts of his
own. . . . He writes with the evident
desire of Interesting the yonng, and
espedally of that class of youth—gener-
ous, intelligent, and energetic-*who are
destined to oe the leaders of their genera-
tioo. . . . This remarkably suggestive
book."-i»«i/fc OyinioH.

BOYS AND GIRLS.

Second Edition.

By

Crown

"Examples of what children’s addresses onght to be—simple in laogoage, but

pointed in teaching."—M tthodisi Timet.

"The illustrations made use of are excellent and Instructive, and always help to fix

tbe point they UlastratQ on the memory."—

Potl.
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H. R. ALLENSON'S CATALOGUE

FOR TINY FOLKS, and

other Outline Addresses for Teachers, Preachers and Christian Workers

amongst the Young.
"A mini of thonghi and Illaitration."—

“ We could wish thi* handbook wera placed in the hands of every preacher.

By Rev. C. Edwards.

Crown 8vo, as. 6d.

Timts.
Even

those who shape their own outlines will find abundant helpful ideas, and just th* kind

to kindU thought."—

———————— A BOX OF NAILS
WORKERS. Ninth Thousand.

Pr*aeA*r*' Magtuint,

FOR BUSY CHRISTIAN

Crown 8vo, is. 6d.

“ Here are' Naib of many sorts." The pages abound In materia] for evangelists and
other workers, sound in substance and direct’in aim."—7'A«c hrittian,

" LiviDK and sugeestive.

There ts an unfailinc point, a keen edge about these oat*

lines, as well as a genuine and earnest spirituality. —Tk4 Sunday School Chronich.

ELL”. THOUGHTS ON
IN ENGLAND AND WALES.

PRESBYTERIAN UNION
By E. A. Elias. With Prefatory

Notes by Rev. A. H. Drysdalb, M.A., and Rev. Griffith Ellis, M.A.

Demy 8vo, 6d.

WORKS EDITED BY JOHN ELLIS.

OUTLINES AND

Preachers,

ILLUSTRATIONS.

and Christian Workers.

For Teachers,

Comprisli® 600 Outlines of

Addresses, Bible Readings, and Sunday School Talks, together with

over 950 Illustrations and Incidents.

Compiled by I. E*lis. Being

"Tool Basket,” "Seed B.isket," "lllustrations and Incidents," bound

in one volume. Fcap. 8vo, as. 6d.

"Here is the scafibldin® on which to
build hundreds of addresset." — Tht
Chrittian,

"Wo hare so frequently referred to
these books in oar columns that wa need
not do more now than wish tha little
volume the success it deserves. It is
daintily'bound, of a size convenient for
the pottet."—Tk* Utihtditi Tima,

"A very treasury of helpful, well-
arranged matter. Excellent in spirit
and_ suggestiveness."— Prtaehtrt'
Maiaxinc,

" Hundreds of hints, outlines, and
Illustrations are here supplied in com-
pact and attractive form. A valuable
sct)ortehouse of good things."—Ox/ and

ut.

THE PREACHER'SAND TEACHER’S VADE-MECUM.

A Second Series of “ OutUnes and

Illustrations." Being "Evangelist's

Wallet," "Outline Sermonettes,” and "By Way of Illustration,” bound

in one volume.

Fcap. 8vo, cloth, as. 6d.

“ Right honest and good work, to bo despised by no\}lody."—Ex/«tit*ry Titnti.
"t might be called ‘Preaching mada easy.'"—D aily Nttut,

TOOLS FOR THE MASTER’S WORK.

Outlines and Children's Addresses.

8vo, IS. 6d.

"M r Ellis seems to have excelled himselfin this volume. |
are not mere skeletons, but suggestive thoughts, leaving plenty of room for
uallty of tha speaker."—7'A<|_oca| Preaehtrt' M agazim.

Is that the
the indivi(%/

250 Sermon

Collected by J. Ellis. Crown
[Third Edition.

The best of these Ontlines

"Another valuabla volume. Just tha suggestions and hints we so often want.”—7'A/

Methodist Timu.
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TOOL BASKET FOR PREACHERS. 300 Outline

Addresses for Preachers, Sunday School Teachers, and Open Air
Workers Complled bjl‘J Ellis.” Fortieth ThousancL ~Fcap. 8vo, xs.

uab kerl e R
ﬁﬁﬂ ; rr%epve/ practical = Bftthtditi 1 e,
K Iayery Yttt x ,"— E xp Otitery Tim tt.

SEED BASKET FOR MINISTERS. Being a Collection

of 300 Outlines, Seed_Com, Sunday School Addresses, and Band of

Hope Talks. By J. EIliS, Editor of "The Tool Basket." Thirtieth
Thousand. Fcap 8vo, is.

N‘@Fferve* iU name"—JTW ». &. “Three hundred excellent outling*."—
“The work ii well doae.—AMi/» , . Ot at et a year
"A wealth of IUKEcstion"—CAI(Vs> mmc X/ou"“% . RGNS

Cornmenwialtk, Timu.

ILLUSTRATIONS AND INCIDENTS. For Preachers,

Teachers, and Christian Workers. Being a Collection of aco Anecdotes
and Facts with Index ofSubJects Twenty-fifth Thousand. Fcap. 8vo, is.

well llection of anecdotes ad
arﬁé qr onkers in provrdmr vmn%/ows m

lJS[fOJanurrberothFre IIUSErAtioni are NEW 0 m1— surday sehoticiranicot,

EVANGELIST'S WALLET FOR PREACHERS,
TEACHERS, AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS. An entlrely new
Series of Outlines of Addresses by J. EIliS, Compiler of "Thé Tool
Basket/' «to fttc. Tenth Thousand. Fcap. 8vo XS.

SR B
fOI’ rh?lom{s Recorder

6. —t.tealPreacher,

BY WAY OF ILLUSTRATION. A Handbook for

Preachers, Teachers, and Christian Workers. Tenth Thousand. Fcap.
Bvo, cloth, xs. An entirely new Collection of Illustrations for Public
Speakers.

" Wonderfully (resh, one of the very best compilations of the kind that we have seen”
_hWﬁ'Haa/éhaegts)o‘]n'_,'"?aMtherroditlSunday SchoolReeord,
EVANS. A PRIMER OF FREE CHURCH HISTORY.

By A. Johnson Evans, M.A. Cheap Edition. Crown Bvo, cloth, is. 6d.
net postage 3d.

“An {lent hancbook, d and
t %arpreat Ialdt Olirﬁ% C‘W exce ear
rue ﬂe

re*rffﬁl?isda”}seﬁ” 1, Interesting and

Free Church Ckrenrcle

nlted &for‘
F &Ur |SW osnor Tlmes
r Clifford.
rnn CIOH edW|th it"—JIfr?. chnrice form a%t

Brown, Glasgw Herald.
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PABKR. SELECTION FROM F. W. FABER'S HYMNS.
Fcap. 8vo, 6d. net; also cloth, it. net; paste grain leather, as. net;
postage id. [Heart and Life Booklets.

Twelve of Faber's beautiful spiritual hymns, printed in large clear type,
making a most acceptable gift, particularly for the invalid or aged who have
little in the way of literature provided for them.

Each hymn is given complete, the book contains "The Will of God,”

NN'Come to Jesus,” “ The Right must win,"” "The Greatness of God,"” "Our

Heavenly Father,” "The Thought of God,” “ Peevishness,” "Perfection,”

"Harsh Judgments,” "Sweetness In Prayer,” "The Starry Skies,” and

"After a Death."”

"Hav« taken a permanent place in our rtligiont literatnre.""—S'/

FAULKNER. JOSEPH SIDNEY HILL (First Bishop in
Western Eqtuatorial Africa). By R. E. Faulkner. Three Portraits.
Second Edition. Crown Svo, is 6d. net; postage 4d.

" To a vonne man It ihonid b* an inspiration."—C. M. /nUllirtnetr.
"It It Juit the book to give away to yoong men and boys. —C. M. c u antr.

FORSYTH. THE HAPPY WARRIOR. By Rev. Dr P. T.
Forsyth, M.A. A Sermon Preached as a Memori® Sermon upon the
late Mr W. £. Gladstone. 3a pages, 3d.; post free, 3°\d.

A fine inspiring address to young people. [iVacts for the Times.

"The sermon is sus”estive, bold, and warmly appredatWe."— W ttkly,
"A masterly memonal itTTacwl —M*ik«dut Timtt.

FOSTER. WORKS by the Rev. J. Edgar Foster, MA,

Cantab., can now be obtained of Mr Allenson. A list of these useful
books on Elocution and Composition will be sent post free on application.

GANT. FROM OUR DEAD SELVES TO HIGHER
THINGS. ByF. T. Gant, F.R.C.S. Crown Svo, as, 6d.
A capital book for young men and women.

"The anthor oses hit technical knowledca and experience of human natnre to a
very Rood purpose. ... In ateries of very powerful descriptions no reader can fail to
be impressed by a sense of the misery and’ Ix>ndage of sin, or fail to be helped by the
hopeful possibihties of the soul’s awakening."—rATr Guardian.

GASKIN. A TALE OF SIX LITTLE TRAVELLERS.

Written and pictured In colours by Mrs Arthur Gaskin. Square
i_Géno, paper boards, is. net; cloth gilt, gilt edges, is. 6d, net; postage
id.

The colour-printing Is by Edmund Evans. Parents will recall Kate
Greenaway'’s delightful illustrations as rendered by this firm, and the work in
this volume fully maintains the old sUndard of excellence.

GIBBON. THE FOUR LAST THINGS. Four Sermons
on Death, Judgment, Hell, Heaven. By Rer. J. M. Gibbon. Fcap.
Svo, 1s. net; by post, is. ad.

" Lucid, fresh, and thoughtful lermoni."— Timet.

"In *Four Last Thinjit’ subjectt of sublime and great import nre discnssed, net
al«rayt in termt which we approve, nor to conclusions which we endorse, but uniformly,
with reverence, and often helpfully.”—Ckrittian.

————— TWELVE SERMONS. By Rev. J. M. Gibbon,

selected from the monthly issues of the Stamford Hill Pulpit, containing
la Sermons and la Children’s Addresses, is. 6d. net; post free, is. gd.
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GORDON. THE CINDERELLA OWL-BOOK. The old

fairy tale re-told and pictured in colours by Mary Lindsay Gordon.
Square i6mo, paper boards, is. net; cloth gilt, gilt edges, Is. 6d. net;
postage i*d.

WORKS BY DORA GREENWELL.
CARMINA CRUCIS. Crown 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. First

reprint of this very scarce volume of poems by DoRA Greenwell, with
an Introduction by Miss C. L. Maynakd.

TWO FRIENDS. Crown 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d.
COLLOQUIA CRUCIS: A Sequel to Two Friends.

Crown 8vo, cloth, 2S. 6d.

THE PATIENCE OF HOPE. Crown 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d.
THE COVENANT OF LIFE AND PEACE: o, A

Present Heaven. Crown 8vo, cloth, as, 6d.

EVERLASTING LOVE AND OTHER SONGS OF
SALVATION. Neat paper wrapper, 6d. net; by post, yd.

GREGORY. AN INTRODUCTION TO CHRISTIAN

MYSTICISM. A Lecture by Eleanor C. Gregory, of the Deanery,
St Paul’s Cathedral, London, editor of “ A Little Book of Heavenly
Wisdom." W.ith Prefatory Letter by Dr Alexander W hytb, Edin-
burgh. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, Is. net; by post, is. ad.

"1 reioice in the publtcation of snythine is a deliehtful guide to the subject of
tbat help] to turn the public mind to the which it treats."— 1ae Reck. ]
studr of'the “eat spiritnal writers: and A decidedly lucid and interesting
this lecture will form an admirable intro- account of the great mystics."—Daily
duction to the Kieatest and best of all Newt

studies."—Z?r " We cordially endorse Dr Alexander
“The comprehensiveness and wwe WHhyte’s opioion."— Guardian.
appreciativenesf of the writer are gnitc A welcome Uttlo Tolume."—Th*

beyond the ordinary mo, and the booklet Christian.

GUYON. Life of Madame. New Edition. 6s. See

Upkam.

HALSEY. THE BEAUTY OF THE LORD. Twenty

Sermons. By Rev. Joseph H auet. Crown 8vo, cloth, 5s.

HAMILTON. THE MOUNTAIN PATH; Forty-four
Talks to Children. By Rev. John A. Ham ilton, Author of "The MS.
in a Red Box.” Crown 8vo, cloth, as. 6d.

*0ne of the most delightful children's spoken or read, must capture the children,
books we have met with for a long time. We are vax9,"—Mxamintr.
Each talk is based on some fable or story,

or on some fact of nature with which an  “ FuII_ofmetaﬁhor, parable, inddent and
ordinary walk through garden or field Illustration, freshly put and oriKioal in the
maj m ue one familiar. These addresses, best —Meikodiit S, S. Jttcffrd,

HANDLEY. WHAT ENGLAND OWES TO THE
PURITANS. By Rov. S. B. Handley. 6d. net; post free, 7d.

" The Free Church Federation would do real service by scattering his little work
broadcast over the land. The Nonconformist memorv, like its conscience, needs
stirring up; this little historical and descriptive work b admirably adapted for this
purpose."— and Trvwtl,
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HANDY THEOLOGICAL LIBRARY. Seep. 35.
HEART AND LIFE BOOKLETS. See p. 35.

HEREON.  SOCIAL MEANINGS OF RELIGIOUS
EXPERIENCES. By G. D. Hkrrok. Crown 8vo, cloth, 33. 6d.

I%rbrron |saf fﬁ%d%%%ﬂ o{/ rg hteo(tjlrxlau fIh(ta rtlote struck U cuffidently
o> u a rtvi
. i%éwwan e B mg@%&aﬁmm
---------- THE CHRISTIAN SOCIETY By G.D. Herron.

NIntroductlon by Dr Charles A Derr Crown 8vo, clothua?is 6d.
ver In.onr I
Chri p%@)\?wth stgq prophetlc ernvour pa/\erasslO VOPW

C hrlsllan IVorId

WORKS BY 0. SILVESTER HORNE, M.A.
THE RELATIONSHIPS OF LIFE. New Sermons to

Young Men and Women. By the Rev. C. SmVESTEX Horne, M.A.
Crown 8vo, Is. 6d. net.

'S ar('es Vg?)és(\)/rt?[‘a%|e e is sn‘ple and direct its observations

THE LIFE THAT IS EASY. Ten Sermons on the Chris-

tian Life. By Rev. C. Sllvester Horne A , rovvn 8vo is. 6d. net.
" |s Uetoavud |s nnﬁ
R R T e LT N e

LU tra W trld

"lﬁsaggasu\iévdmeofsa'rmrs "nY£rAW ™y,

THE PRIMER OF CHURCH FELLOWSHIP. By
Rev, W. Pierce and Rev. C. S. Horne, M.A. Fourth Edition. Cloth,
13.; Paper Wrapper, 6d.

i B %%gi

\Anw(asw i nﬁnﬁfﬁywpg T fhmk ?he*‘lfnm O el
b AUxandtr Maclarln %ﬁ( I’eﬂﬂt
ol AR i o@s Lo i

rord."— Jitv.Princifairairb6aim ,D ,D ,,

Oq%’mrablefromﬁrstto last. Preclsely

THE SPIRIT OF DIVES. A Sermon on Indifference.
By C S. Horne. Crown 8vo, One Penny. [Tracts for the Times,

THE SOBRIETY OF HOPE. By C. S. Horne. Crown

8vo, One Penny. [Tracts for the Times.

F. Horttn,
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HOEWILL.
Rey. H. W. Horwill, M.A.

WANTED—AN ENGLISH BIBLE.
2d.; post fre«, ajd.

15

By

An Essay reprinted

from Tkt Conttmporary Review by special permission of the Editor.

FOUNDATIONS.
Horwill, M.A.

A Sermon
id.; post free, ijd.

[Tracts for the Times.

Rev. H. W.
[TracU for the Times.

A fine and inspiring appeal to young people to build on Christ.

HUMBERSTONB. THE CURE OF CARE. By Rev.
W. J. Humbbrstonb. Fcap. 8vo, cloth, xs. 6d. net; by post, zs. 9d.
CONTENTS.
T hk UKCIiIANOiIMa Ch rist. T hb W kisfbrs or FAMmIi t D bt
Tub Cuiiii or Cars. R kusnbrred 6oodness.
: II::::elM a"ntn-b H t AA"WUha\bt::rntplerMilebb-sslno

Thk GoirKi.
ChristIDBHTirriNOHimeIpWith Mah.

or P

"Eleven chapters of a comfortintr, cheering and sttmulattng character.

M am?® Amxibty and G od’ Cark.

The

thoufhti are clothed in cluuta and appropriate language."—a b~rdun Frtt P rut.

JACK. AFTER HIS LIKENESS.

Christian Ideal.

JAMES.
Addresses to Children.

and Anccdotes. Second I”ition.

Thoughts on the

By J. W. JACK, M.A. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d.
TALKS TO YOUNG FOLK.

Rev. G. H. James.

Seventeen
With Index of Subjects
Crown 8vo, as. 6d,

* A volumo of simple sermons for children.”—t ht B ritish w ttkfy.
"The.se talks are full of sound teaching, in simple homely language, enforced by
telling illustration."—CAru/tan commonw alih.

WORKS BY J. H. JOWETT, M.A.
BROOKS BY THE TRAVELLER'S WAY. Twenty-six

Week-night Addresses.
Birmingham.

"M r Jowett’s religions addresses need
no recommendation. We know what to
ex”ct and we are not disappointed. As
of Dr Maclaren, so of Mr Jowstt, it may
be said that whenever he treats any re-
ligious theme, he tnvari.ibl)r sheds fresh
licht on some passage of Scripture. In a
sentence is the sore seed of a sermon."—
BritUh \yt$kly.

"Full of Ufaall through, they serve to

By the Rev. J. H. Jowktt, M.A., Carr’s Lane,
Crown Bvo, 3s. 6d.

Third Edition (Sixth Tliousand).

explain the speaker’s rapidly acquired re*
putation, ana to justify the wisdom of the
congregation which chose him to occupy
the pulpit of the late Dr 'iisX~"—GUurow
Htrald.

“ Many of the addresses might profitably
be extended into long sermons."—Baptiti
Tim *t.

" The vei7 titles are worth the cost of
the volume.*»—M ttkedist S.S. Rtctrd.

THIRSTING FOR THE SPRINGS. By the Rev.J. H.

Jowktt.
at Carr’s Lane.

Being a further selection of Twenty-six Addresses delivered
Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d.

Fifth Thousand.

“To read this volume is to understand why the week-night meeting at Carr’s Lane is

one of the most successful in England.

Mr Jowett gives his people of his best—his
best in thought, observation, and reading."—

(New York).

THE DUTY OF BEING YOUNG. An Address to Young

People.

By the Rev. J. H. Jowktt, M.A.

xd.; post free, ijd.

Tracts for the Times.
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KEEP. OLD TESTAMENT LESSONS. Delivered to a
Bible Class. B/ Miss M. L Kbep. With Portrait. Crown 8vo,
doth, 3s. 6d.

* Will be foand most helpfu_#tbx leaden of YenD£ Women's Bible Classes, to whom

we heartily commend It,"—L i Faith. )
*A laree amouDt of independent practical thoaght has EOn« hand In hand with

painstalcinK reseaich into Eastern manners."

LAW. A SERIOUS CALL TO A DEVOUT AND HOLY

LIFE. By Wa illiam Law. With Introductory letter by Dr Alexander
Whyte. 188 pages, large clear type, demy 8vo, 6d.; cloth, is. net.
[Allenson’s Sixpenny Series.

o r WKkyitsaysin his letter to the publisher” It was a red-letter day in my life
when | first opened William Law, and | feel his hand on mv heart, and on my mind,
and on my conscience, and on my whole inner man literally every day 1 live. How
could | then bat wish yon God-speed in putting a cheap edition of Law's masterpiece
before the Knglish-reading world 1"

LAWSON. HEROIC ENDEAVOUR. A Word of Hope.
By Rev. W. Elsworth Lawson. Two Addresses to Young Men, one

a New Year's Address. Neat enamel wrapper, 6d.
" Of this booV we may confidently say that It Is one of Ereat merit. It Isable, strong,

and full of suKetioQ™—vyeunr M an.
"An earnest sermon thonghuully pat together."— wotrld,

LAWSON, Mrs.  THE WARFARE OF GIRLHOOD. A
Series of Bright Papers for QIrla. By Mrs Robkrtbon Lawson. Crown

8vo, art linen, is, 6d. )
“ The tone throaghout is Inspiring u d practical."—c hristian w trid.

LEARMOUNT. FIFTY-TWO SUNDAYS WITH THE

CHILDREN. A New Volume of Sunday Morning Talks to Children.
By Rev. James Lkarmount. Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d.

" Has the rare and happy art of saying * Areal children’s Christian year. Mr
things brightly and in a ‘'way likely to Learmount has < fascinating way of
haunt the juvenile memory."— simplifying classic legends and old tradl.
Advertittr, tlons. "His pages glitter with anecdotes

“ Brightened with many telling llinstrm.  and illustrations appositely introdnced."—
tlons, well adapted to their purpose.”— Our Yfunz Mtn,

BHtith Wttkly.

FIFTY-TWO ADDRESSES TO YOUNG FOLK.
By Rev. jAuss Learmount Third Edition. Crown Svo, 3s. 6d.

"*The addresses are all rich in freshand young folk should look into this volome."
apt illustrations from science and legend, —The Bxamintr, )
from literature and human life, and amon(l; " Abundance of short and telling anec*
all these there is not one ‘chestnut'l dotes, the value of which teachers will not

Ministers and others who have to speak to  be slow to recognise.”—Th* PiU t.

LEAVES WORTH TURNING. A Fragrant Thought for

Every Day. Collected by J. E. Limp leather, gilt edges, round comers,
25. 6d. net; cloth, is. net; limp leather, as. net; postage ad.

A Charming Gift Book Handsomely Produced.

“ The selection has been excellently made. The volume Is a gem of Its kind."—

“A dainty little volume.”
"* A treasury of wisdom and literatnre."

LEE, OHAELES. PAUL CARAH; CORNISHMAN.
305 pages. Crown Svo, cloth, 6s.
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LEWIS.

Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d.

*7

SOME VIEWS OF MODERN THEOLOGY.

Sixteen Sermons on Vital Questions.

By the Rev. E. W. Lewis, M.A.

Christ thb Son or G od . The Devili.

pswmokaLiTT OF cod and Human The Bibile

ATrFAIKS. Evolution and C t
Pkaybr and its A ncouwsxx. T ice Fatl or M an

Christ's Miracles. SOLiDARITV or H unani tt
T ho K ksorrkect or th B d t S n d Punishment.

H ”
aaaaa ¢ Statk or "E scafing eu and "Being

T he | e CoNCBrTioH.

*'W« hkve DothinK bat praise for thli
excellent volume. Th« cleamest and
candour or his arguments are remarkable.
We believe in the main he represents the
tr>:nd of thought in all denominations.
Needless to say he parts company with
the traditionalist and the literalist. The
writer's work is constructive, and can onlv
seem to st_rendgthen and build up the faith."”
Th* Fritnd,

'* We invite oure/ounger clergy (all who
are not too old to lenrn) to note the diflfer-
enca between the thin milk-and.water stuff
they often offer their famished hearers, and
the solid thought, based on patristic
study, which the Dissenter provides for

Good."
Christ as S

congregations evidently willing to listen
to ana capable of understanding. Mr
Lewis does not preach down to their
sqpﬁosed level, but invites them into the
higher regions and leads the way. This
is a good Eook, one that will help many to
clearer thought."—Church Timei.
"Mr Lewis is a theological ' progressive,’
and he has the coarace of his convictions.
Practically, the whole foundation of
Christianity Is involved in the issues raised
by these sermons; and, in bringing faith
into harmony with modem feeling and
knowledge, Mr Lewis is adopting the one
effective way of meeting rationalistic
criticism."—Christian W »rld.

LEE. THE HUMAN BODY, AND HOW TO TAKE

CARE OF IT. A Tract for the People.

Fulham Y.M.C.A.
ad.; post fre*, and.
** An admlrabla tract.”"—CArft/»a>«.

An Address delivered to the

ByWm. E. Lse, M.R.C.S.E. Crown 8vo, aa pages,

MAOFADYEN. CONSTRUCTIVE CONGREGATIONAL

IDEALS.

Edited by the Rev.

D. Macfadten, M.A., Editor of

' Madame Guyon’s Method of Prayer."”
Addresses and Essays * James M iall, J. A. Macfadyen, R. W. Dalk,
A. Mackhnnal, A. M. Fairbairn, W. Hewgill, etc.,, and the Editor.

Cheap Edition, as. 6d. net.

Postage 4d.

The Editor has found himself repeatedly challengbed to explain the meanin

of "Organized Congregationalism,” and asked

some literature on the subject

y friends to recommen

The second half of the book is an endeavour

to reply to that challenge by gathering together some of the Ideas, hopes,

aims, and plans which have proved
national spade-work.

‘The irot and eont of the various
planks' in the programme of the Con-
R-e%tlonal reformersare frankly discussed
by Mr Macfadyen, who, in this volume,
reveals the possession of a statesmanlike
grasp alike of principle and deuil. He is

an Inspiration to himself In denomi-

persuasive as advocate cud damaging as
critic, but he seems ever pouessea bjr an
earnest and sincere desire to see organised
Congregationalism adapted to meet its
new needs and fresh responsibilities.”—
Christian W trld,

MARSH. TOM OSSINGTON’S GHOST. By Richard

Marsh, Crown 8vo, 33. 6d.

“ The book Is certainly entrancing, but people with weak nerves had better not read

It at night.

1did though, 1 couldn” help Wi.'—To-Day.
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MARTIN. GREAT MOTTOES WITH GREAT LES-

SONS. Talks to Children on Mottoes of Great Families, etc.

Rev. G. Currie Martin, M.A.

“1d this Tolome we have a good idea
w«ll executed. DUcouries, (uited to
yoant hearers, have beea constracted,
with the sentiment of some motto, of a
family or a public body, for their central
purpoie."—Sfeciatar., .

"'"Mr Cnmo Martia has seized on a

By the
3s. 6d.

capital idea and worked It with consam-
mate tViXiJ—M tthtditi THttut,

“The result Is that of the nnmerons
volames of childrea's sermons published
in recent years, his own is among the
\>tA."-Chrutian W»rld.

OUTLINE SERMONETTES ON GOLDEN

TEXTS.

Forty-seven topics by—
Rev. Prof. W. F. Aosney, M.A.
Rev. W. J. Allan, M.A, B.D.
Rev.W. Armstrong.
Rev. W. W. D. Campbell, M.A.
Rev. John Eamks, B.A.
Rev. HUGH Elder, M.A.

Edited by R«y. G. CURRIB MARTIN, M.A.

Fcap. 8vo, is.

LThird Edition.
Rev. R. C. Ford, M.A.

Rev. A. R. Henderson, M.A.
Rev. Q.Currie Martin, M.A., B.D.
Rev. Sydney M illdedgb, M.A.,

an

Rev. E. Pearce Powell, M.A.

They are rich In thoneht and exceedinely sagKestiv*. Many a minister on the
look-out” for 'sermon seed* might go farther and fare worse."—Sunday Sdiaol

CkronicU.

JESUS.
and Bible Classes.
Post free, ajd.

“ This Catechism Is one of the best | have seen.

A CATECHISM ON THE TEACHING OF
Bv Rev. G. Currie Martin, M.A., B.D. For use in Schools
16 pages, stout wrapper, clear type, id.; cloth, ad.

[Second Edition.
The questions ar* most skilfully

arranged, and the answers are apt and eifectlTe. A better catechetical guide for the
g@frgg (ljn acquiring a knowledge of the teaching of Jesns | cannot imagine."— Dr
ra,

McWILLIAM. SPEAKERS

on the Minor Prophets.
of New Byth, Ab”deenshire.

“1 have not for a long time read a
course of Lectures on scriptural characters
so well fitted to be of great use to the
geaenil religious public.”. .. An admir*
able book, which I hope will be h|s_bI%/
and widely appreciated."— mint,

. ... hasaccomplished the task of mak-
ing a confcfsedly obscure and diflicult
breadth of Scriptlre instinct with life and
meaning . . . many fresh and suggestive

MEEOER. BREAD FOR
Addresses to Children.
net; paper, is. net; postage ad.

“From the letters | receive there Is
an undoubted need for works of this sort,
and | woald counsel Christiaa workers
to add this book to their stores. The
addresses are brief outlines built up
about a blackboard plan. The teaching

By the Rev. Henry F. Mercer.

FOR GOD. Plain Lectures

By Rev. Thouai McW illiau, M.A., Minister
Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d.

\[/)iel\:/)v.points."—i WC A. R. S. Ktnntdy,

“. . . We know the grip Mr McWilliam
takes of his subject, and his skill in pre-
senting it lucidly. . . . We need all the
aids at hand. Mr McV/illlam is one of
the best and readiest. His book may be
read with ease from begInninR to end, and
verY likely will_be rea fowure enjoyment
’_}__ hose who light upon W'—Bx”ositery

ima.

THE BAIRNS. Outline

Cloth, as.
Both Interleaved for Notes.

It direct, strong, and
Sth«tl CkrtnicU; _ _
“ Simple and In%enlously devised
religious lessons for children.” It should
rove helpful to ministers and Sunday
chool teachers."—Sfttm»H.

Sunday
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THE QUEST OF THE INFINITE; or,

THE Place of Reason and Mystery in Religious Experience.

By Benjamin A. Millard.

Handsome cloth, crown 8vo, 3s. 6d.

CONTENTS.
Thk riacx OF Mystbky iwW RKU- 1hb6 Withess of H isto ky to thob
CION. N ew ArolLO OBTic
T he Placx of R kasom ik a R kucion SOMB OSJBCTIONS TO THB NbW AtOLO-
or Mystkry. OBTIC.
T he L im itations of R sason in tub T hb E ssbntial and tub Acciobntal
STHSRB of R kucion. IN thb Christian Faith.
RBLICION and ExrKRIBNC B. Thblncrbasb or Knowlbdgband thob
Tub N ew AroLOCBTIC and thbo W okk Growth of Faith.

or Jbsus.

"Thii eloquent and >uggf;ttive little
book, Mr MlIllard’i presentation, im-
presses and even enthralls us. He forces
upon us the conviction that there is a
future for what may truly be called
Christiani®, <0 elorious and so potent
that we who live in an age of decayine
docma can scarcely imasine
Acaltmy,

“ This is a thoroughly sound and help*

MOMERIE.

By Prof. Alfred W. Momerie, M.A., D.Sc,,
ctc.

» on n

‘s Personality,” "Agnosticism,
8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d.

AU

T ub L ifb .

ful discussion in a popular form ofsome o
the chief dilEculttes which prevent the
average man from accepting the Christian
faith.  The plea that religion is so full
of mystery, and therefore incredible, is
shown to be utterly futile. This u a
book which should ‘'make for a clear,
strong faiih in all wno carefully read it."
— BapiUt Tim tt.

Christian

IMMORTALITY AND OTHER SERMONS.

LL.D., Author of
Handsome New Edition. Crown
[Fourth Edition.

CONTENTS.

iMroKTANOK OF Tin Bblibf in Immob*

ta lity .

M vstkry or DEATIf

Benig nity of Dbath.

D bsixb fox Immo rtalitt.

iNcoMTILETEKBSS OF L ifb.

N ature of the Sool.

T T R ]
s s 335 35 3

b
e
e Injustice of L iphb.
e
e
e

Grxatnbss of M an.

M an's R ig ht to

IsiM O RTA UTY IN
TIOM .

The R esurrec tion

Substitutes

I'm m o rta lity .

THB LICHT OF EVOLU*

for Immo rtality.

T he R est.

O 1d

Longing for

T estament Idea Oor thb Futo rb

L ife.

T he Greek Idea orthe Future L ife.

Prim itive ldeas of thb Future L ifb.

Thb SriRiTD AL Body.

Personal |dentity

R eunion.

R ec o g nitio x .

T he Readjustment of Relationsuifs.
T he Co ntinuity of L ife.
The Progrbssivbnbss ofr L ifb
R etributio n .
Second Advbnt.
The End of the W orlild.
T he Day or Judgment.
H eaven .
Hoetrr. 1. What it is not.
. W hat it is

Final Restoration

Beside the thirty-five chapters on Immortab't® this volume contains the
three fine sermons on "Common Failings,” viz.: Cowardice, Indolence,
Intolerance, and also Animals and Broad Churchism.

This new edition (the fourth) of Dr Momerie's most Interesting and able
book is now reissued by arrangement with Messrs Blackwood.

There Is so much food for thought in
the sermons that we do not wonder at
such a large circulation.”—London Quar~
terly Retnfui, o )

"The extent of his influence on his
contemporaries it is impossible to gauge.
He sought to supply men with a rational
faiih and it may well be that there are
those who looked askance at his theology,
who have yet been helped by him towards
a DobUr and clearer ccnceptioa of reli*
elon."—JVw Act,

“The book is greatly enriched by the
poetical quotations which conclude most
of the sermons. Many of th»ie are un-
familiar, and most of them are verr
beautiful and full of spiritual suggestion.
—Extunintr,

" A serious and strong contribution to
a subject which will never lose its interest
while the world lasts.'—Exietitary
Timtt.
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MOMERIE. IMMORTALITY. Thirty-five Chapters. By
Prof. A. W. Momerie, M.A., LL.D., Author of “ Beliefm God," etc.
Popular Edition, Thirtieth Thousand. 6d, [Allenson's Slxpenny Seriea.

&%%Jﬁt %w%%gﬂa%bemra W%'}’eﬁadihmt Dr rl&%

—tiUrary World

————— BELIEF IN GOD. By Prof. AL W. Momerie,

M.A., LL.D., Author of “ Immortality,” «'Personolity," etc. Second

Edition. 6d. CONTENTS. [Allenson's Sixpenny Series.

T DsstRK POK G od FEXNATUKAL PUXTO SK
Materlallsm. srhk iN riN iTK Pkkso nalitv
Agnos\c

amte crltlclsmof soeptical phlosophes of relikion IS sure oi

aw Ko i |r‘d|caI|ons “of théistic and Christian belief with which
weare aoqaalnt —Baptltt Timtt.

mMmoNnoD. HE SUFFERED; or, Human Suffering In-

terpreted BY Jesus Christ. Six Meditations for Holy Week. By
W ilfred Monod. as.

THE NONCONFORMIST MINISTERS ORDINAL,

Preacher’s Services for Baptismal, Dedication, Marriage, and Funeral
Services. Large Type. Fca(i). 8vo, cloth, xi. net; black buckram, gilt
lettered, very strong, is. 6d. net; limp leather, gilt edges and gilt
lettered, as. 6d. net; postage 2d. each extra.

This book will go comfortably into a breast pocket

WW Annlsters F@L&J mn&& , Who onleaving college
?n& mszXl%ear%jh g Mesart

" Literary Wor We edlct|tW|IIbeIar ely used.”—
|" kalJbt b’OVEHTBtvaluauetO anmvl:erM ethodist. g y

NORTON. OLD PATHS. Fifty-two Sermons. By Rev.

J. N. Norton, D.D. Numerous useful and telling anecdotes. 3s. 6d.
net; postage4d.

PALMER. THE GOSPEL PROBLEMS AND THEIR
SOLUTION. ByJoseph Palmer Crown 8vo, cloth, 6s.

i an elaborate v;hch whether he accents its theory or no,
i ﬁ@%\ﬁﬁeb\@ are gI call "attention to his book as one that well

XKXAJ '— Guardian,

PARKER. JOB’S COMFORTERS Or, Scientific

Sympathy. By Rev.Joseph Parker, D.D.
Said by very many to be Dr Parker’s finest piece ofwork

GAMBLING. By Joseph Parker, D.D. 3d.;
post free, 3)d. Fifth Edition.

V% ta&aﬂﬁmwer%%an o gland "and Bwaken the con.

thodls Timet.

mthehands Of every yonng man."—s a ris.
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PARRY. PARISH DISTRICT VISITING BOOK, AND
SICK AND COMMUNICANTS’ LIST. By Rct. John Parry, M.A,
Second Edition. Strongly bound in buckram cloth, round comers, for
the pocket, as. net; post free, as. 3d.

PEARSON. AM | FIT TO TAKE THE LORD’S
SUPPER? By Rev. Samuel. Pearson, M.A. Seventeenth Thousand.

z6 pages, crown 8vo, id.; post free, i~d. 6s. per 100.
[Tracts for the Times.

WORKS BY CHARLES H. PERREN, D.D.
SEED CORN FOR THE SOWER. A Book of Thoughts,

Themes, and lllustrations. Arranged in alphabetical order. Original and
Compiled by Rev. C. H PsRRKN, D.D. Complete Indexes to Subjects
Texts, and Authors.

ok S iy RIS 1R ol W R R

*— Tks MtthodltlTlmlt

REVIVAL SERMONS IN OUTLINE. With Thoughts
Themes, and Plans, by eminent Pastors and Evangelists. Edited by Rev.
C. H. Pkrren, D.D. In Two Parts. Part i. Methods; Part a, Out-
lines of Sermons and Addresses. Complete in One Volume. Crown 8vo,
344 pages, cloth, 3s. 6d.
Literally the Evangdist’s Handbook.

PART i. B)Pagl-ll\/lthtgggS/ BYE P
SoM M dern R kvivals. By Rev. 0 TO Ixxa-Revwal. . T
R Daviés. o FoWe y

DW‘Q/R/AAl DB§/ R“e\a/n\]dlclk%:(:k]m!ﬂ ﬁD HOW T0 Avsv:kbono lFREVWaIS» in
T hob PASTofs Valtub. y COH L HOV‘B;%}(CS"“SC:“ . By&,kev -

T hob R eviva I's. Rev.
KA. Whittier. By Pw ik in Raviva Rev
T ho Pso rLB's Part in R bvitvai. BlfayWM?”S ) By

W o rk SxPE TiN a COoNVEESioNS. Bylra.D
HOWE!O P|XOMOTXva|vaIs By D . L. .

D efec tive Revival W o rk
Hefieksovior D By ”eRéwsaﬂ.giib"'nfdst“tﬁgD >
The Ingquiet

Er%na A LeqlUre By Crees &, Finney; M oooay

HELrrul P assages ro E D iFfio iIEN T

PART Il. 244 Pages of Outlines and Sketches of Revival Sermons. Forty-
four Old Testament, seventy-one New Testament. In all one hundred and
fifteen Outlines from approved Evangelists, such as J. W. Conley, R. A.
Torrey, A. B. Earle, J. L. Campbell, John McNeill,J. Wilbur Chap-
man, D. L. Moody, E. W. Bliss, D. H. Cooley, A. J. Gordon, J. H.
Elliot, G. C. Finney, D. W. W hittle, A. F. Barfield, A. T. Pierson,
The Editor, and others.

¥ A Iarqﬁg%mer Pf Otitlines gleared from tmsevmm God hes used and
onnr man ng in K We can h|ghfy roooBY

Timet,
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PHILLIPS.

Address to Youne Men.

CHRISTIAN CHIVALRY. A Missionary
Bjr Rev. Thomas Phillips, B.A. Enamel
paper virrappcr, 6d.

o PR el D vt Vot

" Alendi of missions might do well to distribute copies amonx young men."—

Ckrixtian.

PICTORIAL POST CARDS. See page 2.

PIEROE. THE DOMINION OF CHRIST. Sermonson
Missionary Work. By Rev. W. Pikrck. Cloth, zs. 6d. net. Special
Cheap Edition, itout paper, is. net; postage 3d.

CONTENTS.

T hk Dominion of Christ

Patrio tism and M issio ns.

T he Saviook of the W orld.

Thb Vocation of the Missionaxt.
W omen as M issio naries.

T he

Place o f E ducation as

M issionary A oenct.

T hk B bckonino Visio n .

T hob R e i or thb Chitrc hss to
THE I\Aﬁ)BKOF FORBIG N MISSIONS.

Foreign Missions and Christian L ife
and T hought.

T hob P iitsic ia n

Delo ved (M koicax.

M issio ns)

Mr Pierce's work would well form the basil of a short series of addresses

for week>night services.

" Earnest in spirit, enthusiastic and hopeful In tone, and thoroughly practical Inaim.”

— L. .S. Chronicu.

M
“ Clear, manly, and thoroufchly Protestant."—w tinodit1 Tttrut.

“ Cannot fail to increase inteUigent interest"—Brilith Vttkfy.
" A good and stimulating book.”—C. M. Inttlligtnctr.

-------- AND HORNE.
FELLOWSHIP. 6d. and is.

PRIMER

See under Horne.

OF CHURCH

PEIESTLET. MEMOIRS OF DOCTOR PRIESTLEY.
Written by Himself and continued by his Son. Centenary Edition. With

Sixteen choice lllustrations and Portraits.

top, 3s. net; postage 3d.

" Scientisu, theologians and all thinkers
hare united in recogniiing the energy and
genius of this Yorkshire cloth-dresser’s
son."—77 P 's Wetkly.

“ This Is a Centenary Edition, with a

Art linen, gilt letteied, gilt

fine set of portraits. It is an sutobio-
graphy that every studentortho eighteenth
century has to read, and there is much to
learn from this record of a strenuous life
devoted to theolog]® and science.”—
den Quarterly Review.

RANDS. LAZY LESSONS AND ESSAYS ON CON-

DUCT. By W. B. Rands.

Fcap. 8vo, buckram, 31. 6d.

REICHEL. WHAT SHALL | TELL THE CHILDREN?

By Rev. Geo. V. Rkichel,
many lllustrative Anecdotes.

“ It is rather a hice book, and will be
very useful to teachers and those who
preach to children. The merit of the
Toliime is that it has freshness,"—
Weekly.

"1t Is thoroughly modem and alert.
There Is nothing hackneyed and stereo-
typed In Its pagef. Its author is full of

M.A.
Second edition.

Thirty-seven Object Sermons with
Crown, 8vo, 3s. 6d.

informatioa and of anecdote.”—f. S,
Chronicle.

" Contains such a wealth of illustration
that the Christian worker will have no
difficulty in selecting material which will
be helpful in securing the attention of his
young hearers and leading up to and
enforcing the great rock truths of Holy
Scripture.”—CAritA’aw Cfmmtnviealtk.
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EBTD MUTTERS AND MURMURS OF A MISAN-

HROPE. Pk | n 8vo, cloth, jc. 6d. )
The mution ar Rpere Wthwﬁm oo i, Sl taldisied townile anay
arl% Flr‘ﬁ . TLivirf*» 1 M trcury.
amuatns [Itt —S man.

WORKS BY LAURA E. RIOHARDS.

THE GOLDEN WINDOWS. A Book of Fables for

Young and Old. By L. E. Richards, Author of «' Captain January.”
Handsome cloth, crown 8ro, gilt top, as. 6d. net. ; and presentation
binding, green Iambskln solid gold edges, ». net; postage 3d.

A coUectton of forty-four dellghtfully told Ftiblcs or Stories, each with a
moral distinctly but not obtrusively expressed. The " W heatfield" Is only
one of several gems likelv to be used by many public speakers who make the
acquaintance of Mrs Richards’ book.

CONTENTS.

ub Gou>n W indows. T he H il1. T h c

he W iiKATFm i.B T hk Day. Th Prom nt M ak
o-morrow T h* Babt. Fo Rembmurance.
b Coming OF thk K ing. T hk Shadow . T b S ailo M an

k T rbk in tub City . G ood A dvichb. Th Bund Mo th

e Houbb of Lovk. T he R oad. “Go" and "C omb."

reat Feast. o Ch

G
e W ui-ed Garden.
P

a
io Drothee

rom a Fa* Country.

e Open D oor.
e ATRON-STEIN O .

T
T
T
T
T
T
T
T
T
A
T
T
T
Tw o W avs.
T

H
A
T
T
e Point of View . A
T
T
T
T

ALK T

° et famiHar, with that de

il é&w J @% i
. le

S ¢ Iha 'éﬂ% Ity O“”g(‘)&(d?ﬁn ndows' astrr]%ntst

?é%i ave t ug qwckenlngas VYLF ?_{Héig

stlrra(% _fEXSIf&ﬁShVE Irmglna* 8‘|eV\DrOM IS1 $ gg{yg‘

tloa.' —Scotsman —Rtv.BtmatdJd, SntIL

CAPTAIN JANUARY. By Laura E. Richards. Crown

8vo, cloth gilt, gilt top, Twenty lllustrations, is. 6d. net; postage 3d.
This is a perfect story-idyll, deoJing with a picturesque old lighthouse
keeper, Captain January, and a baby-girl, Starbright, whom he rescued from
drowning, and brought up in his island home with, as he quaintly expressed
it, ” the Lord’s help, common sense, and a cow.” The affection of these two
for one another is beautifully expressed. Certainly one of the books that
once begun will not be laid down till finished.
Over one hundred and thirty thousand of this charming story have been

|
© e pime i

deli htful ad tisdelightful"—Cinfw v umu
eeg one, and s pretty asit isdelig infw

I Daily P tit.
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WI)EKS BY F. W. ROBERTSON (OF BRIQHTON).
THE LONELINESS OF CHRIST. ByF. W. Robertson.

Fcap. 8vo, 6d. net; doth, xs. net; postage xd.

[Heart and Life BookleU.

*One of F. W. Robertson's ffeat sennons."—Mm>A[t.

TEN SERMONS.

tion. Second Edition.

ELEVEN SERMONS.

Selection, completing First Series.

6d.

TWELVE SERMONS. By F. W. Robertson.

Selection.

THE
By F. W. Robertson.

WORDSWORTH.

Fcap. Svo, 6d. net.

Demy 8vo, 6d.

By F. W. Robertson.

INFLUENCE OF POETRY.

Crown Svo, cloth, as. 6d.
A Lecture.

A First Selec-

[Allenson’s Sixpenny Series,

By F. W. Robertson. A Second
Demy 8vo, 6d.

[Allenson's Sixpenny Series.

A Third

[Allenson’s Sixpenny Series.
Two Lectures on.

By F. W. Robertson.

" Mr Allenson isenaeno; @ Kreat service to th« religious world by his cheap reprint

of Robertson's sermoos."—D aily Neva,
"Robertson's sermons ore among

the classics of the pulpit.

The famous sermon

on The Message ofthe Church to Men of Wealth isincluded in this xc\ti,"—PrcacheT't

Magaaint.

ROGERS. THE JOY OF THE RELIGIOUS.

Rogers, Vicar of St Sepulchre, Holborn.

Rev. Edgar

By the

x6mo, cloth,

xs. net; limp leather, gilt edges, as. net; postage xd.
" Full of deTont and holy thoughts, tinged with the mysticism of th« middle ages.”

AExamtntr.

ROTHERHAM.

Reduction In Price.

THE EMPHASISED BIBLE.

The Old Testament Portion, In three equal

Great

vols., cloth, 6s. each net (hitherto xos. 6d. each); or in one vol., cloth,

X5S. net.

The Complete Biblk (Old and New Testaments), in one

vol., cloth, 30S.net; French morocco, 25s. net; Persian morocco, 371.6d.

net.

Being a New Translation designed to set forth the exact meaning,

the proper terminology, and the graphic style of the sacred ori*nals;
with Expository Introduction, Select Reference, and Appendices of Notes.
By Joseph Brvant Rotherham, Translator of “ The New Testament

Critically Emphasised.”

"The whole_ desire is to enable ua to
read the English and Produce the very
same eflfect as readlr]gh he Hebrew does.

. . It puts the English scholarona level,
as nearly as possible, with the Hebrew."—
The Exfiotittry Timci.

" The analysis of the text has been care*
fully done, and the precision of the work
Is nowhere better shown than in the many
footnotes on various readings aad render-
ings. . Here the fewest words are used, bat
sometimes they are of great value. . . .
In some cases the notes convey informa-
don that has not appeared in any previous
traosktlcn in our long-uagc. > ,"—Tk$
Ckrittimn.

"It Is_a wonderful testimony to the
scholarship, industry, and discernment
involved in the production of it. If only

ople would __ due attention to what it

dicatcs, the Bible would be lit np with
fresh meaning and interest, and many
a pitfall of misapprehension would be
avoided."— W. F, Adtnty, Jif.A.,

D.D,

"It Isa pleasure to read a Translation
of the Old Testament in which synonjrms
and = characteristic expressions = of " the
original are, so far as idiom permits,
properly distinguished. | have read many
parts of It with much satisfaction and
approval.S. R.Driver,D.D,
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ROTHEEHAM. THE EMPHASISED NEW TESTA-
MENT. Fourth Edition. Cloth, 5s. net; French morocco, Xxo0s. net;
Persian morocco, xas. 6d. net.

N The Tarious Slr%nl ased are extremely “This is m alnsta ing work VY[I
simple, and after adln a Tew Hnet ONe rve recoj™nition.
almost i stlnchvely appremates the precise readewnhoat atVIn a earganght

value O €aCN emphasis."—Ttk* D *ily
N tw s BooK i& el worth stad i
W etkly.
N otb.—It has been a matter of regret to the Translator and Publisher of

the Emphasised Bible that the necessarily somewhat high price of the Book
has hitherto placed It beyond the reach of some Bible Students desiring to
possess it. Owing, however, to the remarkable reception given to the work
m many lands, the cost of production has been materially lessened, and it is
now possible to offer the present and subsequent editions at the much
reduced prices mentioned above and on previous page.

If readers whovalue this work will kindly interest themselves In making it
known, by lending a Volume for Inspection or by obtaining Prospectuses for
distribution, they will be rendering good service.

Full (Eight-page) Prospectus on application.
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Truth.” Crown 8vo, xs. 6d. Also cloth gilt, gilt edges, as. 6d.
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EUSHBR, B. A  SUNSHINE AND SHADOW IN THE
SOUTH-WEST. A Record of a Visit to Y.M.C.A.’s and Missions la
Spain and Morocco. With Map and lllustrations. Demy 8vo. Canvas,
Xs. net; postage, zd.

SOOTT, J. MAN IN THE NET. A striking Allegory

and Answer on the Question, "W hat is God?" Artistic Booklet by
John Scott. Long fcap. 8vo, 6d. post free.

SERMON OR MANUSCRIPT PAPER. THE PATER-
NOSTER SERIES.

The user of this paper enjoys the following special advantages: It Is easily
arranged by means of holes punched in the left hand margin, so allowing
that a sheet of paper can be Immediately inserted or abstracted at desire, and
that without disturbance to any other sheet.

Small 4to Good Writing Paper, ruled faint lines and margin line, is. 6d. for
10 quires. Postage, 4d, extra.

Octavo Good Writing Paper, ruled faint lines and margin line, xs. for xo
quires. Postage, 4d. extra.

SIME. WHAT THE CHURCH MIGHT BE. A

Sermon by Rev. A, H. MoNCUK Sims. x6 pages, crown 8vo, id.; post
free, ijd. [Tracts for the Times.

CHARLES M. SHELDON’S PRAOTIOAL STORIES.

May each be obtained in cloth bindings at
3s. 6d., 3s. 6d., as., 1s. 6d., xs., and inpaper wrapper, (id. each.

IN HIS STEPS; Whait would Jesus do? With Preface by
Rev. F. B. Meter, B.A.
Please ask for Mr Meyer’s Edition, which was the first to be on sale in
England, and is the only authorised Edition In this country.
"ThU U a liVDIT book. It has the fascinatioa of a story, and the inspiration of a
prophet’s message. The thoacht of our time is just now crystaiiizinK round the example
of Jesus. No_question is so urgent as “What would Jesus do in my place and with my

circnmstancesT WE MUST  ANSWER IT, and it is a real {"ain to see how others
of oai own day hare answered it. The book will be of creat serTice."—D r Clifford.

THE CRUCIFIXION OF PHILIP STRONG.

*The story is one of intense tlkout and pathos."—7~4 Congrtgattenalist.

MALCOLM KIRK; or, Overcoming the Worlid. A Tale

of Moral Heroism.

This book tells the entrancing history of the regeneration of a lawless
western town. The servant girl question is treated from a new standpoint
in the character of Faith Kirk, and the liquor element receives some hard
blows.

THE TWENTIETH DOOR; or, Battiing with

Temptation.

*No one can read it withont feeliog that few sermons would be more interesting or
helpful than this story."— Rul, . .

“1t is a story of school and college life as well as of manly service and helpfulness in
more than one’sphere.”—Ctngrtc/ tionaliti.
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HIS BROTHER’S KEEPER jor, C hristian Stewardship.

*Th« ftory i« w«H writteo, intcnMly InttTattia%:—£/uei'/alXtcordtr.

RICHARD BRUCE; or, The Life That Now Is. ByC.
M. Shbldon.
Thii story of a young man's conflicts in his attempt to live up to a high
Ideal should interest all, particularly young men.

“ It is a Uuir powarful, practical, toachinK Christian narrative crediuble to the

writer and engrouing to the reader. . . ."—rfu CongregaiionalUt.

ROBERT HARDY’'S SEVEN DAYS; or, A Dream and
Its CONBEQUBNCBt. By C. M. Shbldon.

«The earneitncM, th« leal, the Iol.amni'gl, the kindlincts, tht ChriitianitT of that
week's IWiag are pictured with a skill and dramatic power that cannot fail to make
readers feel as never before how solemn a thing it is to live."—Chrutian li'Ork.

SIXPENNY DEMY 8vo SERIES. See p. 34.

SMITH. MEASURING SUNSHINE, and other Addresses
to Children. By Rev. Frank Smith, M.A., B.Sc. Crown 8vo, is. 6d.
net; by post, xs. 9d.

“ They are just what talks to children ought to ha, short, simple, earnest, practical,
arresting the attention by admirable anecdotes and striking illustrations.
Sentinel.

* Bright, fresh, living talks."—Free Church Ckreniet*.

"Remarkably well done."—MethodUt Times.

WORKS BY BERNARD J. SNELL, MA,

WORDS TO CHILDREN. Twenty-six Addresses by Rev.
B.J. Snell, M.A., B.Sc. Crown 8vo, cloth, as. 6d.

“ They are models of what addresses to children should be—thoronrhly practical,
eminently sensible, and full of spiritual suggestion."— Ji”eeMijr Leader.
“ Each a little gem of its kind.”—Th* Rock.

THE GOOD FATHER. Twenty-six Addresses to Children.
By the Rev. Bernard J. Snell, M.A., B.Sc. Second Edition.
Cr. 8vo, cloth, as. 6d.

Charming addresses to children, simple, homely, childlike instructions."—
Daily Chrtnicle. . . . ,
“ Bright and vigorous, full of stories drawn from a wide range. —Manchester
Guardian.

THIRTEEN SELECTED SERMONS AND ADDRESSES
TO CHILDREN. ~ Rev. B.J. Snell. Crown 8vo, cloth, is. 6d.
net; postage, 3d. (Pagination not consecutive.)

WHY ARE WE INDEPENDENTS? By Rev. Bernard
J. Snell, M.A., B.Sc. Sermon preached on Free Church Sunday.
Crown 8vo, ad.; post free. ajd. [Tracts for the Times.

“In these days of Anglo-Catholic reaction it Is well to set forth the pnndples for
which the Independents stand. The Rev. Bernard Snell has done this with effect in a
powerful sermon in which he answers the question, 'W hy are we Independents! —
Western D aily Mercury.

CITIZENSHIP AND ITS DUTIES. A Sermon preached

on Citizen Sunday. By Rev. Bernard J. Snbll. M.A., B.S(® Crown
8vo, 16 pages, id.; post free, ijd. [Tracts for the Times.
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SNIVBLT.

NATURAL.
Crown 8vo, cloth, 3s. 6d.

STANYON. THE ETERNAL WILL:

By T. E.
Crown 8vo, cloth, as. 6d. net; postage, 30.

Interpretation of Liro.
"Communion with God.”

H. R, ALLENSON’'S CATALOGUE

TESTIMONIES TO THE SUPER-

Parochial Sermons.

By the Rev. W. A. SnivxlIt, D.D.

a Study of the

STANYON, Translator of Herrmann’s

Originally delivered at an Adult Bible Class for Men in Leicester.

“ Averyahle and interesting attempt to
reason oat reh'fion from the <acu of life.
No bald analysis can nv« an idea of the
brilliant way in which the author advances
from point to point in his coatention.”—
Tht BafHtL

“A carefully conducted argument to

STOWELL. WHAT IS

CHURCH? A Sermon by Rev. J. HILTON Stowell, M.A.

crown 8vo, id.; post free, ijd,

indue* men to. E*t back to linccrity and
realitT in i*\\zioa."—Glai™ow HErm\d,

" Claar and concise. Asenious conscious
eflbrt is made in it to catch the two facts
of religion, experience and history, and get

them to ploukh together."—
Timtt,

A CONGREGATIONAL

16 pages,
[Tracis for the Times.

TATTLERS LIFE, HISTORY AND SERMONS. New

Edition, 6s. See Winkworih.

THEW. BROKEN IDEALS, AND OTHER SERMONS.
By Rev. JAMES Thew. Sccond and cheaper edition. Crown 8vo,
cloth, 8S. 6d.

CONTENTS.
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preaching of a type we should earnestly
desire to becomé general. The sermoni
are _dIStInCt!%/ reflective; fall of pathos:
Instinct with sympathy. One coula
scarcely wish a loftier Utcl of polplt talk.”

“Hls sermons ought to ». placed 1
th* hands of all ‘'who are itudylng

THOMAS, ALFRED. IN
HARP AND FEATHERS.
Thouas.

Welsh Village
Cheap Edition, art linen, 3s. 6d.

"Mr Thew’s sermons ara fresh and

tender."—BrIHtX Wttkly

““We welcome w. pretty and tasteful
little rowme of sermons by wa Rev.

“They are the trumpet calls to faith,
to duty, aad endurance. —CArir/ian.

THE LAND OF THE
Idylli. By Alfred

James Thew of Leicester.”

" Rustic homeliness, siacerity, generosity, and godlloess of tht people are seen In

every chapter of the baok."—B aftui,
ﬁré[dleg of the

ntest characteristics of the countryside, told with sympathetic

appreciation, and not without a sense of humour.” IV nimitititr Retitvo.

THOMAS, H. ELWYN.
HIGHWAY.
by Mrs Josephine Bim.BR.

*Written with ?raphic and remorseleu
ower, TigouT of style, and thorough
onesty of purpose.”—Th* Star,

esThe contents are thoroughly In keeP.
Ing with the title. . . . Written with quite

By Rev. H. Elwyn Thomas.
Cheap edition, paper, is.; cloth, is. 6d.

MARTYRS OF HELL’S
Preface and Appendix

a passionate earnestness.” — GlMstgta
HtraU. . .
**No one could read this nnvelling, of
one of the blackest forms of calculating
and fiendish iniguity without horror ana
indignation."—Th* Chrittian.
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THOMAS, H. E. PULPIT TALKS TO YOUNG PEOPLE.
By the Rev. H. EIwyn Thouas. xa. 6d. net; postage 3d.
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THOMPSON. PROFESSOR HUXLEY AND RELI-

GION. Bythe Rev. W. Halliday Thompson, LL.D., Professor of
Divinity, GreibBm College, London. Crown 8vo, cloth, as. 6d. net.

Postage 3d CONTENTS
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TILESTON. GREAT SOULS AT PRAYER. Fourteen
Centuries of Prayer, Praiie, and Aspiration, from St Augtistine to
Christina Rosettl and R. L. Stevenson. Selected by M. W. Tilkston,
Editor of " Daily Strei“th for Daily Needs." Fifth Edition.

One of the choicest of Gift Books, a delightful alternative to the more
ordinary Dally Reading Books.

Pocket Edition, 94mo, printed on Opaque India paper, pastegraln, gilt
edges, with silk marker, as. 6d, net; postage ad.

Also demy i6mo, handsome purple cloth, bevelled boards, red edges, silk
marker, as. 6d. net; postage 3d. Choice limp, dark green lambskin, silk
marker gilt edges, 4a, net; postage 3d,
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Twenty-two Sermons and Twenty-two Prayers. By Rev. S. A. Tipplb.
New Edition. Crown 8vo, 3s. 6d. net; postage 4d.
The Prayers are a wealth of suggestion to Ministers and others who have
occasion to engage In public prayer.
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TYNDALL. OBJECT SERMONS IN OUTLINE.

Forty-five Topics for Children’s Services and P.S.A.%, attracting the eye
as well as the ear. By Rev. C, H. Tyndall, M.A., Ph.D. 3s. 6d.
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STORIES BY ANNIE ELIOT TRUMBULL.

The keenness, quickness, and acuteness ofthe New England mind were, per-
haps, never better illustrated than in her stories. Her conversations are at
times almost supematurally bright; such talk as one hears from witty, brilliant,
and cultivated American women—talk notable for Insight, subtle discrimina-
tions, tmexpected and surprised terms, and persuasive humour.

MISTRESS CONTENT CRADDOCK. A Novel. By
A E. Trumbull. 305 pages, lamo, cloth, as. 6d. net; postage 3d.

f thfuIPolc%* %Ilfe 'H the early doys of our colonies.

ROD’S SALVATION. By A E. Trumbuli, Illustrated

Charles Copeland lamo, cloth, as. 6d. net; postage 3d.
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A CHRISTMAS ACCIDENT, AND OTHER STORIES.

By A. E. Truubuuu lamo, cloth, as. 6d. net; postage 3d.

UPHAM. THE LIFE OF MADAME GUYON. By
T. C. Uphau, Author of "The Interior Life." With New Introduction
by Rev. W. R. Inge, M.A, 500 pages. Large crown 8vo, 6s.

This well-known book has been out-of- prlnt for two years. The New
Edition is |ssued unlform In size and price with "Tauler’s Life and Sermons."
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POINTS FOR PREACHERS AND TEACH-

ERS. An entirely new collection of Illustrations.

Fcap. 8vo, is.

WORKS BY REV. J. WARSOHAUER, D.Phil.

JESUS SAITH.

some cloth, 2s. 6d.

Studies in some "New Sayings ” of Christ.
By the Rev. J. W arschauer, M.A., D.Phil. (Jena).

Crown 8vo, hand-

The recent discoveries among the ruins of Oxyrhynchus of two papyrus
fragments, each containing a number of sentences uniformly introduced by
the words Jesui Saith, constitute one of the most noteworthy results achieved

in the annals of modern research.

“ A set_of (trnioni npon tome of the
New Sayinn of Christ.” They are read-
able and well written."—

_"This is a remarkable book” These
itndies_ are not critical or ipeculatlve, they
are entirely devotional, and seek to bring
out the spiritual lessons those saying's
have forus. The work is one which will

be read with interest and profit. It invests
the ' New Sayln%s’ with fresh dienity and
|m£ortance."—T * Rtcord.

That the treatment is masterly and
the style sinf*larly attractive eoes without
saying. Where “the authors name Is
kriown no reader will put the book down

unrefreshed."—Mttheditt Rtcordtr.

THE COMING OF CHRIST. Two Courses of Advent

Sermons.
s . 6d. no«; postage 3d.

"We_ can cordially recommend this little volume to lovers of good sermons.

By Rev. J. Warschax7£k, M.A., D.Phil.

Cloth, fcap. 8vo,

The

eight discourses contained In it are thoughtful, full of fine feeling and spiritu.-U penetra-
tion, and written in a chaste and cultured style marked by “a spiritual insight and
temper which are not common."—Glatgew H*rald.

ANTI-NUNQUAM.
Neighbour.”
tion by Prof. J.
to Blatchford.

An Examination
By J. Warschauer, M.A., D.Phil.
Estlin Carpenter, M.A.

of “God and My
With Introduc-
A Strikingly Fair Reply

Cloth, gilt lettered, is. net; post free, xs. 3d.
CONTENTS.
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" We have read several replies, but not
one which Is at once so scholarly and so
plain as this."—Ycrkthirc Peti.

" Among the many replies. that Mr
Blatchfor<Ts attack on Christianity has
called forth, this must be placed in the
front rank, not only for the intellectual
ability it shows but also for its conspicuous
fairneéss. No more trenchant criticism of
the Agnostic 8os!thn or more powerful
statem>int of Christian belief hke been

D ivinb
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ezcRllent. Written in a popular style, u
Is bold and strong but never oflfensive,
Evidently written” by a liberal minded
Christian who really knowt the subject he
is ertln? about. hile it is primarily an
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answer "Nunguam" it is a most in-
forming and useful book to the geners)
reader.”—/. Emett Rattanbvry in

Methoditt Timet.
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WBIDNER. STUDIES IN THE BOOK. By Rev. Prof.

Rbvmb Franklin Wxidnex, M.A. xamo, cloth, as. 6d. each.

NJSIV TESTAMENT, j Vol*.

Vol. I.—Historical Books. Savsn General Epistles and Revelations.
Vol. Il.—Xand a Thessalonians, Galatians, z and a Corinthians, and
Romans.
Vol. 111.—Colossians, “heilani, Philemon, Philipplans, Hebrews,
z and a Timothy, and Titus,
OLD TESTAMENT.

Vol. |.—Genesis.

WORKS BY REV. R. B. WELSH, M.A.

GOD’S GENTLEMEN. Vigorous Sermons to Young Men.
By Rey. R. E. Welsh, M.A., Author of " Man to Man," etc. Crown
8vo, 3S. 6d. Fourth Edition.

CONTENTS.
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IN RELIEF OF DOUBT.
With Introduction by the

Inorah, D.D., Bishop of London.

as. 6d.

Right
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By Rev. R. E. Welsh, M.A,,

Rev. A. F. Winnington-
Fifth Edition. Crown 8vo, cloth,

And in the Handy Theological Libr” limp leather, gilt top and silk

marker, 3s.
Postage 3d.

Cheap Popular Edition, 50,000 already sold.

net; cloth, semi-limp, gilt top and silk marker, as. net.

Demy 8vo, 6d.
[Allenson's Sixpenny Series.

THR SIXTEEN CHAPTERS OF THIS STRIKING BOOK ARE—
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Christ.
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Four Pic turks and th b Onb

Originalt.

The Bishop of London smyut

. " 1have found it, In_a great many in-
itances, of renl icrvice in relief of doubt.
On one occaiton | lent it to a leadin
physician, and on meeting him later, an
asking him how he liked it. 1found he had
fiven away nine copies to oil friends.

t has hit “off exactly what is wanted. It
dealt with that vague atmosphere of doubt
which it to common, and dispelt it by its
clear and pointed arguments, and 1t it
written In so racy a style that none conld
put it down and call itdull,”

THE CHALLENGE TO CHRISTIAN MISSIONS.
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Arb all thb BooksEqually Insfirbd T

T h* D ramas o f “ Crkation"

“Thb Fall."
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and
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OOD.

"*Mr Walsh has done hit work admir-
ably. At on* readt on, it becomes clear
that tha author hat faced the difficulty for
himself and it earnestly and modestly

G ood

trying to help othert “through. This
would make an axcellent gift book to a
y?lmg man troubled with "doubts. Ona
0

hest books of Rowlar apologetics
ever written."—Briiith Wdehfy.

“ This fifth edition testifies 'to the un-
doubted practical use of such a volume.
No better text-book could be put into the
handt of youn™ m«n inclined to scepti-
cism.”—Exant(/i<r.

By

Roy. R. E. Welsh, M.A. Crown 8vo, cloth, as. 6d.
CONTENTS.
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PRESS AND PERSONAL NOTICES
oP

THE EWIPHASISED NEW TESTAMENT.

FOURTH EDITION. Cloth, 5/- net.
QFrench Jforocco, 10/- net; Persian Jilorooco, 12/6 net.")

The Christian snys—"“ The mcnns adopted to indicate emphasis, both
idiomatic and loi‘ical, are remarkably succcssful and delicately applied.”

The Christian World—“An admirable re-setting of the New
Testament for the English reader."

The British Weelcly—"No page will be read without having a
clearer light shed upon some passage.”

The Friend—* The constant endeavour to give the ordinary English
re.'idcr the literal meaning of the best Greek text may not always win
admiration, because we are naturally partial to phraseology that has
become familiar, but it often has the advantage of arrestin% attention,
of suggesting new meaning, and thus awakening fresh thought.”

The Christian Commonwealth—“Mr. Rotherham is the most
ambitious of literalists, for he has arranged his version so as ‘to show
at a glance Namitive, Speech, Parallelism, and Logical Analysis.” It
might be thought that the difficulty of achieving the task herein
attempted would amount to impossibility; but the feat has been
brilliantly performed. . . It must bo perceived after a few tests
that the translation is so excellent, that many readers of this version
will feel as if the New Testament were for the first time re.nlly in-
telligible to them in many of its most involved obscurities. The verses
are divided into what looks very much like blank poetry, but this
arrangement is so devised as to bring out the clauses into very beautiful
individuality."

The late Bishop of Durham (Dr. Westeott) said—* As far ns
| can judge, your arrangement and close rendering of the text are
likely to help English readers to see the fuller meaning and corre-
spondences of words which often lose their force from our familiarity
with them. . . Wishin? abundant blessing on your labours, believe
me to be, yours most faithfully, B. F. Ditnelm.”

The late Rev. Edward White (ex-Chairman of the Congrega-
tional Union, author of “Life in Christ,”" “The Mystery of Growth,”
kc., &c.) said—"“ 1 find in my old age (now nearly 80) that there is no
surer sign of the origin of the Sacred Scriptures in the world than this
wonderful freshness of their pages after a lifetime of consecutive study.
Homer and Herodotus wear out—nearly all books that are familiar
wear out; but further and growing acquaintance with these Holy
Scriptures ever increases their freshness. The dew of this Mt. Hermon
on which the Lord has commanded His blessing is always shining, as in
an eternal momine. And it does me good to look upon your pages,
which shine with the light of a soul on which God has shone.—Ever
sincerely youre, Edwakd W hite.”



/m
t!

_— e

OTHER WORKS BY J, B. ROTHERHAM
Cloth, 2/- net.

STUDIES IN THE EPISTLE
TO THE HEBREWS.

CONTENTS:—The Standpoint of the Epistle—The Introduction—A
Cluster of Quotations — Hold Fast1 An Exhortation — Not
Messengers, but Men—The Divine House—The Promised Rest—
The Living Word—A Preliminary Discussion of Christ’s Priest-
hood—The Danger of Dulness in Divine Learning and Life—
Blelchizedek in History, Song and Argument; and the Priest-
hood of the Messiah—"*Tre Heavenly Priesthood and the New
Covenant—The Heavenly Priesthood and the Heavenly Tent—
The Many Offerings Abolished by the One Offering—Exhortation-
Warning, Encouragement—"The Nature and Triumphs of Faith—
Run the Race, Accept the Discipline ; Sinai and Zion—"Fnal
Exhortations. Prefixed to the Studies is “ A Preliminary Note
on tlie Authorship of the Epistle,” and following them will be
found an Appendix affording a comparison at important points
with the conclusions of others.

IN PREPAKATION

STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF PSALMS.

It is intended that this work should include a new Trans-
lation of the Text, an Introduction dealing with the Poetry,
Criticism, Theology, &c. of the Psalter, and an Exposition of
each Psalca.

Further particulars on application to
J. GEORQE ROTHERHAM,
29, AnoocH Road, Catfobd, London, fi.E.
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